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BULGARIAN FOOD SAFETY AGENCY (BFSA) IS:

» the Competent state authority in the Republic of Bulgaria for official
controls on the entire agri-food chain

» a specialized structure within the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of
the Republic of Bulgaria

» managed by an Executive Director (ED) assisted by 3 Deputy ED and
Chief Secretary. The Executive Director is appointed by the Prime
Minister of Bulgaria

BFSA has 2266 staff (at total) at central and regional level




STRUCTURE

The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency performs its activity at Central
and Regional level

CENTRAL LEVEL
»General administration
»Specialized administration

»Specialized structures for research, laboratory and diagnostic
activities

REGIONAL LEVEL

In each of the 28 administrative regions BFSA has a Regional
Food Safety Directorate (RFSD) responsible for the
implementation of the official controls at regional level.
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REGIONAL LEVEL STRUCTURE
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FUNCTIONS

BFSA is the competent authority responsible for:

v

animal health and welfare and animal identification

v

raw materials and foodstuffs (excluding mineral waters), food-contact
materials and articles intended to come into contact with food and food
additives

feed and animal by-products (ABP)
phytosanitary activities, control on quality of fresh fruits and vegetables
plant protection products and fertilizers
veterinary medicinal products (VMP)
border control

export related activities

vVvvvyvyyvyy

laboratory-diagnostic and science-and-research activities




International Collaboration and Projects Department

Is part of the process of negotiating the conditions an
requirements (protocols, certificates, etc.) for the export of live
animals, plants, products of animal and non-animal origin

Interacts with the competent authorities of the non-EU countries
in this regard

Coordinates and assist the organization of the audits in the
Republic of Bulgaria from non-EU countries

Regularly provides information and assists the Bulgarian industry
and the Bulgarian citizens on export related issues

More information about the Department is available on:

https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-
web/about.bfsa/bfsa.structure/commom.administration/director
te.eu



https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-web/about.bfsa/bfsa.structure/commom.administration/directorate.eu

International Collaboration and Projects Department

In executing its functions the Department:

» Disseminates important information related to the import
requirements and conditions of the non-EU countries (e.g.
information on Decree 280 of the GACC, including on useful
webinars organized by different parties) to the relevant directorates
within the BFSA on central and regional level, and through them to
all interested stakeholders

» The information is also publicly available in Bulgarian language on
the official website of the BFSA at:

https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-
web/home/bfsa.for.business/certificates.and.export.information.for.
non-EU.countries
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Under this section there is a useful information that gives mor
details on the:

» Import requirements of China

People's Republic of China

Export requirements
All enterprises covered by Decree 280 must have a registration, with a recommendation from the competent authority, in the electronic platform of
China https://cifer.singlewindow.cn in order to be able to export.

Exports from Bulgaria of some of these categories of food can be made only after our country has been approved by the Chinese competent
authority. This applies to a large extent to food of animal origin. Bulgaria is approved for export of milk and dairy products, honey, as well as fish and

water products from wild catches.

More information about registration can be found here and here.

» Bilaterally signed export protocols

» Bilaterally agreed certificates for export



The International Collaboration Department has:

>

These guidelines now have been amended as per the newly
implemented Decree 280 which is into force since 1 June 2026 and:

>

>

Decree 280 of the General Administration of Customs o
People's Republic of China

developed guidelines for the Bulgarian industry still before the entry
into force of Decree 248

are published on the official website and give brief information on
the Decree 280 and

outline the specific steps that should be followed by the Bulgarian
establishments that fall within the scope of this Decree

give useful information on the CIFER system itself



As an official competent authority the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency has:

» an account for the CIFER system used by the International
Collaboration and Projects Department to assist the registration of
the Bulgarian establishments under Decree 280

Decree 280 of the General Administration of Customs of
the People's Republic of China

Guidance & Regulation

Registration information of overseas
manufacturers of imported food

Food products and the categories

Notices and Announcements

User Manual

rail

China Import Food Enterprises
Registration(CIFER)

Create Account LOG-In —>



The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency is also the competent authority:

>

Decree 280 of the General Administration of Customs o
People's Republic of China

responsible for the recommendation of establishments which under
Decree 280 shall be register with recommendation by the
Competent Authority

responsible for the recommendation of establishments for primary
agricultural products notified with the General Administration of
Customs Announcement No. 219 of 2025

dealing with the upload of the documents shared via CIFER system
(under Decree 280 this could be also delegated to the
establishments)

sending registration lists with official letters or via CIFER (under
Decree 280)



CIFER Interface for the Competent Authority
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Special thanks to:

In performing its activities the International Collaboration and Projects
Department is assist by:

» Numerous colleagues from different departments of the General
Administration of Customs of the People's Republic of China

» The Embassy of China in Sofia and specifically its trade section

» Ms. lvet Nikolova from the Consulate General of the Republic of
Bulgaria in Shanghai

» The Bulgarian Embassy in Beijing




THANK YOU!

International Collaboration and Projects Department
Bulgarian Food Safety Agency

e-mail: export@hbisa.bg

tel.: +35929159836
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