ACADEMY OF AGRICULTURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

PREAMBLE

The Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship is organized by the "ASSOCIATION FOR THE
PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA AND THE
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES" /APACCCEEC!/.

Partners of APACCCEEC are: Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" - Faculty of Economics
and branch of SU in Burgas; UNWE — Institute of Entrepreneurship; Agricultural University
Plovdiv; Agricultural Academy; "Angel Kanchev" University of Ruse; Varna University of
Economics; Trakia University-Stara Zagora; National Agricultural Advisory Service; the
fininfo.bg portal, Trakia Digital Innovation Hub.

The initiative will build entrepreneurial and business skills among young entrepreneurs in the
agricultural sector, contribute to the development of a vibrant entrepreneurial environment in
Bulgaria and the CEE countries, implement innovative processes and new technologies in
agriculture, and the provided training and incentives will motivate the participants to develop an
entrepreneurial attitude, thereby contributing to the convergence and promotion of cooperation in
the field of agriculture in CEE countries and expanding the scope of cooperation with China.

Participants in the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship will be supported through: a training
program from the National Center for Agricultural Entrepreneurship and project partners, as well
as external professional lecturers and mentors; free participation in the Academy and receiving a
certificate of successful training; a monetary award of BGN 5,000 for the best project for each
edition; additional opportunities for training, communication and institutional support from
partners; access to the network of partners of APACCCEEC.

These General Rules and Regulations refer to the editions of the Academy of Agricultural
Entrepreneurship, which will be held in 2025 in the cities of Stara Zagora, Vratsa and Dobrich.

I. OBJECTIVES OF THE ACADEMY

The main objectives of the program are to support projects that develop innovative products,
services or processes in agriculture, to promote entrepreneurship and support the implementation
of innovative projects of young and start-up companies in the field of agriculture, to contribute to
the competitiveness of this sector in Bulgaria and the CEE countries.

Among the objectives of the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship are: development of youth
entrepreneurship and newly created companies from the agricultural sector and related sub-sectors,
as well as supporting innovative concepts and ideas that develop the potential of agriculture.

1. PARTICIPANTS IN THE ACADEMY



Both legal entities and individuals from the CEE countries have the right to apply to the Academy.

The selection of participants will be based on pre-approved basic criteria for participation
(motivation letter, English language skills, basic IT skills, preliminary project proposal).

The winner of each edition will be encouraged through a financial award (BGN 5,000), with which
to build and/or further develop their project. An outside jury will evaluate the participants in the
Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship.

All those admitted to participate in the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship receive a
Certificate of Participation.

Participants are responsible for all information and content of the project they submit. Participants
are responsible for all copyright and other intellectual or industrial property rights related to their
project. Participants must behave courteously and respect the rules of the program, as well as the
organizers and partners. Inappropriate or offensive behavior, including the use of profanity, will
not be tolerated. APACCCEEC reserves the right to exclude any participant who violates these
rules.

The winners of each edition of the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship sign a contract with
the APACCCEEC, which regulates the use of the prize money, as well as the report of the funds
spent from the prize.

I1l. APPLICATION
The application will be made through a specialized platform on the APACCCEEC website. The

project proposal through an application form is completed and submitted electronically on the
following link: https://china2ceec.org/academy2024/

APACCCEEC reserves the right unilaterally and by publishing a notice on the program website to
make changes to the rules of conduct, the rules for evaluating applicants, as well as to change the
application deadline: https://china2ceec.org/academy2024/

APACCCEEC is not responsible if, due to technical reasons, an application is not received from a
candidate. An application will be considered received only for which a return confirmation has
been received by e-mail.

IV. EVALUATION OF PROJECTS

After a selection based on the basic participation criteria (cover letter, English language
proficiency, basic IT skills, preliminary project proposal), a maximum number of up to 20
participants are admitted for each edition of the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship, who
will be informed by e-mail for details regarding their participation in the training.


https://china2ceec.org/academy2024/
https://china2ceec.org/academy2024/

After the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship has concluded, a final event will be held
where each participant will have the opportunity to present their projects to an external jury of
professionals in the field. Each participant has up to ten /10/ minutes to present their project.

The best project among the participants will be awarded a BGN 5,000 prize for each edition of the
Academy of Entrepreneurship in Agriculture in the cities of Stara Zagora, Vratsa and Dobrich.

The total amount of the award of 5000 BGN can be used for:

- advertising and information materials;

- administrative expenses;

- office and equipment rental;

- other expenses inherent in the implementation of the project;

- expenses for purchasing materials, as well as acquisition of long-term tangible and intangible
assets;

- expenses for registering new products/services, patents, licenses.

V. CONFIDENTIALITY

The parties agree to keep confidential the contents of all information to which they have access
within the framework of the Academy of Agricultural Entrepreneurship, including intellectual and
industrial property, even after the completion of the program, unless disclosure of the information
is necessary for the implementation of the Academy and its promotion.

VI. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The industrial property and intellectual rights of the presented ideas/projects belong to the
respective participants.

Applicants grant the organizer permission to use non-confidential information about their projects
for marketing purposes and promotions.

The Academy Promoter shall not be held responsible for any intellectual property infringement,
misuse or plagiarism by any other participant or any third party.

VIl. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA

The protection of the confidentiality and personal data of the participants is of particular importance
to APACCCEEC . During the implementation of the program, APACCCEEC will comply with all
the requirements of the Bulgarian and European legislation regarding the protection of personal
data.

Pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27" April
2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/ EU (GDPR), APACCCEEC guarantees that,
according to its legal functions, it processes the personal data of citizens lawfully, securely and in
good faith.



VIII. FINAL PROVISIONS

APACCCEEC reserves the right to change these General Rules and Regulations through
notification of changes available to all applicants in the program.

By participating in the program, all participants expressly agree to these General Rules and
Regulations and declare that they will abide by them.

These rules were approved on March 71" 2024 and are effective immediately.
These rules were amended on July 4" 2024 and are effective immediately.
These rules were amended on January 3 2025 and are effective immediately.



