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M I N U T E S 

TENTH MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE BOARD 

 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION 

BETWEEN  

CHINA AND THE CEE COUNTRIES 

 

Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

Time: 15:00 PM Beijing Time 

Location: Rihu Hall, 3rd Floor, Pan Pacific Hotel, Ningbo, Zhejiang Province, PRC 

 

Present:  

No Country Name Title & Organization 

1 Albania Mr. Pjerin Shoshi 
Director, Directorate of Deregulation, 

Permits, Licenses and Monitoring 

2 Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr. Dusan Neskovic 

Assistant Minister 

Sector for Agriculture, Food, Forestry and 

Rural Development 

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 

Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

3 Bulgaria 

 Mrs. Petya Steliyanova 

Head of the International Relations 

Department of the European Coordination and 

International Relations Directorate of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 

Member of the Consultative Board 

Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Director  

Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation between China and the CEE 

Countries 

Ms. Yovka Yaneva 

Expert 

Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation between China and the CEE 

Countries 

4 China 

Mr. He Jie First Secretary 

Embassy of PRC in the Republic of Bulgaria 

Mr. Peng Tingjun Deputy Director General 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Mr. Zhao Lijun 

Division Director 

Division of European and Asian Affairs 

Department of International Cooperation 

MARA 
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Mr. Song Juguo 
Deputy Director General 

Agricultural Trade Promotion Center 

MARA 

Mrs. Yuan Tong 
Division Director 

Agricultural Trade Promotion Center                          

MARA 

Ms. Shi Yue 
Project Official 

Agricultural Trade Promotion Center  

MARA 

Wang Tonglin 
Director General 

Zhejiang Provincial Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

TBD 

Deputy Director General 

Zhejiang Provincial Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Ying Jinyue 
Division Director 

Zhejiang Provincial Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Mr. Zhu Guorong 
Deputy Director General 

Agricultural Foreign Cooperation Center, 

Zhejiang Provincial Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Mr. Song Yueshun Deputy Secretary of CPC 

Government of Ningbo Municipality 

Bian Ji'an Deputy Mayor 

Government of Ningbo Municipality 

Hu Jie Deputy Secretary-General of CPC 

Government of Ningbo Municipality 

Xuan Bailin Deputy Secretary-General 

Government of Ningbo Municipality 

Li Qiang Director General 

Ningbo Agricultural and Rural Bureau 

Zheng Guichun Deputy Director General 

Ningbo Agricultural and Rural Bureau 

5 Croatia 

Mrs. Petra Badovinac 

Head of International Cooperation 

ServiceDirectorate for Agricultural Policy, 

EU and International CooperationService for 

International Cooperation and Trade 

RelationsMinistry of Agriculture of the 

Republic of Croatia 

Mrs. Irena Georgievski  

 

Head of Department 

Directorate for Agriculture Policy, EU and 

International Cooperation 

Service for International Cooperation and 

Trade Relations 

Department for International Cooperation 

Ministry of Agriculture    
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6 Czech Republic Mr. Jan Holub 

Desk Officer  

Unit of Asian Countries and Trade Policy 

Department of Trade Cooperaltion Policy 

Section of EU and Foreign Relations 

Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic 

7 Greece Mrs. Ioulia Drossinou 

Head of International Affairs Department 

Directorate of Agricultural Policy, 

Documentation & International Affairs 

Ministry of Rural Development & Food 

8 North Macedonia Mr. Perica Ivanoski 

State Counselor for Agriculture Policy 

Analysis 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 

Economy 

9 Poland Ms. Magdalena Czechońska 
Agricultural Counsellor  

Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Beijing 

10 Slovak Republic  Mr. Milan Paksi 

Chief State Advisor 

Trade Department 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

11 Slovenia Mr. Martin Gosenca 

Undersecretary  

Directorate for Food and Fisheries, Division 

for Food 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

 

Absent: Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia 

 

I Call to order: at 15:00 PM by Vasil Gelev 

II Quorum:  eleven of eighteen countries present 

III Discussion of the Annual Activities of the Association 2021 

 

We, the Consultative Board of the Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation between China and the CEE countries, have met online via Zoom on June 9, 2021 

in Ningbo, PRC to discuss the annual activities of the Association for 2021. 

 

Mr. Vasil Gelev, Director of APACCCEEC called the Meeting to order at 15:00 pm 

Beijing Time. 

A quorum of Members was not present and the Meeting, being duly convened, 

proceeded with the Agenda. 
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Point 1: Official opening of the 10th Consultative Board Meeting of APACCCEEC 

 The meeting was opened by Mr. Vasil Gelev, Executive Director of the Association for the 

Promotion of Agricultural Cooperation between China and the CEE Countries. He noted that 

during this difficult time for all, it is hard to work and to boost the cooperation the way all 

would like. That day the meeting will be focused more on practical issues which have to be 

solved in a very short time of period. Than he gave the floor to Mr. Peng Tingjun, Deputy 

Director General, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. 

 

 Mr. Peng Tingjun has expressed his congratulations to all on behalf of the International 

Cooperation Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) of China. 

He expressed his official greetings to all members and expressed his thankfulness to the 

governors of Zhejiang Province and Ningbo Municipality for the assistance in preparing this 

conference.  

 In 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic has brought a huge impact to the global food security. 

The Chinese government adheres to the both epidemic prevention and the supply guarantee. 

The annual grain output remains at a high level of 650 million tons, and the supply of 

agricultural food products is sufficient. It has made positive contributions to stabilize China’s 

overall economic and social situation and the global food security. China has also won the battle 

against poverty as scheduled. For the first time in 5000 years, the Chinese nation has eliminated 

absolute poverty as a whole and completed the relevant goals of the UN 2030 agenda for 

sustainable development ten years ahead of schedule. 

 In 2020, with the joint efforts of all, China has made excellent achievements in 

agricultural cooperation with central and Eastern European countries. The trade volume of 

agricultural products between the two sides reached 1.48 billion USD, with an upstream growth 

of 2.1%, especially the import of China from CEEC by 11.6%. China also carried out activities 

such as China-CEEC Virtual Expo for Premium Agro-products and Youth Agricultural Talents 

Exchange Month around the theme of "Multi-Agricultural Cooperation Year", ensuring that the 

enthusiasm and intensity of agricultural cooperation under the epidemic situation are not 

reduced. 
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 Mr. Peng Tingjun expressed his thoughts that all noticed the two speech of China's 

president Xi Jinping. In February 2021, at China-CEEC Leaders Summit, President Xi Jinping 

pointed out: "to deepen agricultural cooperation in a bid to double CEE countries’ agricultural 

exports to China and raise two-way agricultural trade by 50 percent over the next 5 years". 

China proposed to cooperate in the construction of wholesale market of agricultural products 

in Central and Eastern European countries and implement the Youth Agricultural Talents 

Exchange Plan." The previous day, President Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory letter to the 2nd 

China-Ceec Expo & International Fair, emphasizing agricultural cooperation once again, and 

hoped that all parties would continuously explore the potential of cooperation and work together 

to create broader cooperation space. 

The important consensus reached by the leaders of China and CEEC has provided new 

guidelines and described a new blueprint for all-round agricultural cooperation between the two 

sides. At present, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of P.R.C. is carefully planning 

and organizing a series of activities. In the next agenda, China will fully communicate and 

deeply discuss with all parties on the implementation of specific measures and other important 

issues of the summit. China hopes that everyone can pool their wisdom and work together to 

promote the agricultural cooperation between China and CEEC to achieve new results. 

Mr. Peng took the opportunity to appreciate the importance and active participation of 

all countries in agricultural cooperation between China and Central and Eastern Europe, and to 

Mr. Vasil Gelev and the China-CEEC Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation for their great efforts. In November, China will hold the 5th China-CEEC 

Conference of Agricultural Ministers and Agricultural Economic and Trade Cooperation Forum 

in Weifang, Shandong Province. China hopes that the situation of the epidemic will ease and 

we will have an opportunity to meet offline. 

China will unswervingly expand its opening up, deepen cooperation and share 

opportunities with CEEC. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural affairs of China is willing to 

work with the agricultural departments of Central and Eastern European countries to build 

closer and pragmatic cooperative relations, and jointly promote China-CEEC agricultural 

cooperation to go more stable, more practical and further. Mr. Peng finished with the phrase 

“Let's sail for the future hand in hand”. 
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Mr. Vasil Gelev thanked Mr. Peng for the wonderful speech and the facts that he shared 

with all about the increase of the volume of the trade between China and the CEE countries. He 

expressed his positive thoughts in the situation at the moment, referring to the pandemic and 

financial crisis in some countries.  

Mr. Gelev gave the floor to Mr. Song Yueshun, Deputy Secretary of CPC, Government 

of Ningbo Municipality. 

 

On behalf of Ningbo Municipal Government and the CPC Committee, Mr. Song 

Yueshun extended his warm welcome to all guests and friends. He also expressed his gratitude 

to all friends who showed their support for the social development and the reform in Ningbo.  

Ningbo has long history in transportation development and plays very important role in 

the transportation system in China. Ningbo is an open city on the east coast of China and 

economic center on the Yangtze River Delta Region. By 2020 the GDP of the city reached 1,24 

trillion yuan which is the twelfth in the whole country. Ningbo is the birthplace of the Hemudu 

Culture and has history of more than 7 000 years of the Hemudu rice growing culture which is 

one of the earliest regions in the world to grow rice. In the recent years, Ningbo has adhered to 

the principal of the new development theory and also the development of the rural areas. The 

city is an example in developing agriculture and rural affairs. To inject new policy to the 

development in the rural areas in Ningbo city and the first, second and third industries in the 

rural areas to expand continuously the industrial chain, the value chain and to achieve positive 

results.  

Ningbo is example of developing the rural areas and in terms of national agricultural 

products quality and safety, as well as the co-construction of the rural and urban area at the 

same time. By 2020 for the whole city, the added value for agriculture, forestry, fishery and 

animal husbandry has reached 35,2 billion and the agricultural products - import and export 

volume has reached 6 billion US dollars.  

Agriculture has been a key area for the cooperation between China and the CEE countries 

and has the potential for future development. As a pioneer, Ningbo has an important role in the 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries. Ningbo has built a Pavilion which covers 

the most areas in China and host the most diversified agricultural products. They have already 

set up 36 direct distributers for CEE products and has a lot CEE agricultural products going to 

the whole country.  
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Mr. Song believes that Ningbo and the CEE countries has a solid foundation as well as 

huge potential for future cooperation in terms of agricultural investment development, 

agricultural science development and agricultural trade. At present, Ningbo is following closely 

the policy of President Xi, as well the central government. They see the opportunities for the 

new round of scientific and industrial reform in China, so as to increase the plans for revitalizing 

development of the rural areas in China and to accelerate the modern construction for the rural 

areas.   

Ningbo is willing to deepen the cooperation with the CEE countries and continuously to 

extend the cooperation areas in agricultural industry, and to innovate the cooperation 

mechanism in agriculture. China hopes that it can join hands with the CEE countries to promote 

the cooperation between China and the CEE countries to have a bright future. Mr. Song wished 

the meeting to end with complete success. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

  Mr. Gelev thanked for the speech of Mr. Song.  He shared there are many things that 

should be discussed in details, especially in regards to deepening and strengthening the 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries. In the last years, we are facing a remarkable 

progress in terms of expanding the areas of cooperation. The agriculture, without a doubt, is 

one of the most important cooperation topics under the 17+1 Initiative and in general. During 

his report, Mr. Gelev would like to focus on the things which were already discussed previously 

during the 9th Consultative Board Meeting, what is the progress and what should be done in 

future. 

 

Point 2: Report on APAC’s work for the period October 2020 – June 2021 by Mr. Vasil 

Gelev, Executive Director of APACCCEEC  

  First of all, during the period, APACCCEEC continued to work for deepening the 

cooperation in the field of development of the Demonstration zone of agricultural cooperation 

between China and the Central and Eastern European Countries. 

For the colleagues from Chinese side who are not acquainted with the project, during 

the 7th Summit of the Heads of Government of China and the CEE countries in July 2018 in 

Sofia, Bulgaria "Demonstration zone of agricultural cooperation between China and the Central 
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and Eastern European Countries" was officially opened by Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang 

and Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov. 

It is very strategic and important cooperation in the field of agriculture because the topic 

which APACCCEEC had back than when was the establishment, was to find which products 

might be interesting for the Chinese consumers and farmers, so APACCCEEC can really 

organize the successful development of those products in our countries and find sustainable 

market. 

During this investigation, APACCCEEC has seen that many farmers, especially from 

China, after the speech of President Xi Jinping in 2017 increase their incomes. APACCCEEC 

has seen huge potential in developing saffron industry in the CEE countries.  

In the last year and a half, APACCCEEC has been working really hard in order to settle 

everything, so the CEE countries can get ready and be able to start exporting to China when the 

time comes and the situation makes it possible. There is a protocol that each country has to sign 

in order to be able to export saffron corms to China. This is something that APACCCEEC has 

started from Bulgarian side in the year of 2018 when was the first letter from Bulgarian side to 

the General Administration of Customs of China (GACC). Now, there is major progress in the 

cooperation between Bulgaria and China. For Mr. Gelev personally, been a Chairman and 

Executive Director of APACCCEEC, sometimes is very big responsibility because he should 

contribute not only to the Bulgarian farmers and companies but also make possible this 

contribution to be able to be achieved by each and every country among the 17+1 Initiative. 

Unfortunately, only 11 countries are attending the meeting. According to the Basic principles, 

APACCEEC cannot have a quorum and decisions cannot be taken.  

In the last one year, APACCEEC has found and attract investor from China who have 

started a major initiative in Bulgaria for developing saffron industry and for further expanding 

the Demonstration zone of agricultural cooperation between China and the Central and Eastern 

European Countries. In APACCEEC’s previous reports was mentioned that the Association 

first started with the Project “Demonstration zone of agricultural cooperation between China 

and the Central and Eastern European Countries” in Agricultural University-Plovdiv. Thanks 

to the investment that has been attracted, APACCEEC has been able to expand it in the region 

of Sliven, which is in the east part of Bulgaria. APACCEEC has attracted an investment in 

amount of approximately 1 million euro for the last one year with the idea to further expand it 

in the next years.  
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The self-production of saffron corms has shown a great potential. APACCEEC 

calculated that from 1 saffron corm it is possible to harvest approximately 4 to 5 new saffron 

corms. As at this time of the year is the harvesting, APACCEEC has seen that the increase is 

actually ten times. This means from 1 corm planted in September 2020, now it is possible to 

have from 8 to 10 new saffron corms. From farmer’s business point of view this is a great 

opportunity for the farmers among the CEE countries because the yield is very high and those 

make possible also small farmers with 1 or 2, up to 5 decares farming land to start doing this 

business regularly. APACCEEC has been working already 3-4 years on the contract farming. 

It is an opportunity for farmers who are willing to start this as a main business to enter without 

any risk for them.  The only risk which they are going to face is having the work force and the 

time which they will invest in producing the specific product.  

In respect to the saffron corms, after negotiations with the Chinese investor in Bulgaria, 

APACCEEC has now for the first time the ability to start to dispatch, provided by the Chinese 

side, saffron corms to farmers among the CEE countries. The Association will bear the cost for 

the deliveries and it will make possible the official launch of contract farming under the 17+1 

Initiative as a contribution from the Bulgarian and the Chinese side to all farmers among the 

Initiative. The total amount of the free corms which will be provided to the farmers for the year 

2021 will be 5 000 kg dispatched to all CEE countries. The distribution of saffron corms can be 

as follows: 100 kg of saffron corms provided to three farmers or 50 kg provided to six farmers. 

After the finish of the Consultative Board Meeting, APACCCEEC will send an official letter 

with more details and for asking the CEE countries for the ability to promote this initiative 

among their countries.  

For the year 2022, APACCCEEC is expecting another batch of free saffron corms in 

amount of approximately 15 tons with the aim to make them 16 or 17 tons, so APACCCEEC 

will be able to dispatch up to 1 000 kg of saffron corms among each country under the Initiative. 

In the beginning of 2021, APACCCEEC joined efforts with partners from the Agricultural 

Cooperative "Unity", which is located near Plovdiv. The cooperation is aimed at joint 

production of saffron corms, as APACCCEEC provides the saffron corms, and Agricultural 

Cooperative "Unity" provides the land and performs the necessary agricultural activities related 

to sowing, cultivation (reproduction), collection and storage. The aim of the Project " 

Demonstration zone of agricultural cooperation between China and the Central and Eastern 

European Countries" is to provide part of the produced saffron corms free of charge to CEE 
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farmers in order to develop contract agriculture and saffron industry in more countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe. The remaining corms from the first harvest in 2022 will be used 

for new sowing to further develop the project. It is envisaged that 300 kg of saffron corms will 

be provided free of charge to the interested CEE countries. Each country will determine in 

which areas of the country it is most appropriate to sow. The distribution of saffron corms can 

be as follows: 100 kg of saffron corms provided to three farmers or 50 kg provided to six 

farmers. 

This will make possible, also with the APACCCEEC’s knowledge that was developed 

during the last year and a half, to start completely new line of development in the field of 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries.  Of course, APACCCEEC welcomes the 

Consultative Board Members to give more ideas about what plans, what agricultural products 

might find a good reception on the Chinese market. From the previous talks and major 

discussions that APACCCEEC has so far with the Zhejiang Government, with the officials from 

Hangzhou University, with various farmers in China, the best opportunity at this moment is to 

start producing saffron corms in a large amount. The trial order of the Chinese counterparty is 

amounted to 20 000 kg (20 tons) for the first year of cooperation, increasing by 100 000 kg (100 

tons) for the second year, with the aim up to the fifth year after the first dispatch to achieve a 

number of 1 000 tons per year which is a huge amount especially when related to coordination, 

mostly because the work of the Association is to coordinate. This will be also APACCCEEC’s 

topic in future – coordination and support, not only to the officials from the ministries but also 

to the farmers. Coordination is very crucial, especially when related to product which is live 

like the saffron corms because the yield of the saffron corms is happening at this time of the 

year. It should have been started approximately end of May – beginning of June. The delivery 

to China should happen no later than end of July – middle of August.  

 

Without a platform for coordinating all deliveries and the supply chain, APACCCEEC 

will be unable to do this. That is why, in the last one year, without even mentioning this, 

APACCCEEC has been working very actively on developing and now releasing the first and 

probably the last platform for supply chain management under the 17+1 Initiative. It is already 

finished and next month APACCCEEC will start the practical tests on how it works. 

APACCCEEC will give to each and every country personal ID and password to the platform. 

Than all CEE countries will be able to further promote it among their countries and farmers, 
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mostly first to the farmers who will benefit from the program of delivering free saffron corms 

from Bulgaria to their countries.  

  This platform is not only oriented to deliveries to raw agricultural materials. It is also 

oriented, related and dedicated to organizing sophisticated supply chain with agricultural 

products in general. In his keynote speech, His Excellency Xi mentioned that it should be 

worked more to boost the e-commerce. The e-commerce and digital economy are very good for 

the cooperation. These are topics which have been mentioned not only by President Xi but also 

from many Chinese officials among the years. Mr. Gelev continued that if the countries try to 

be more practical in promoting the platform, this will bring a new potential to developing the 

e-commerce between China and the CEE countries. Not because the platform is something 

revolutionary but it is very complex and comprehensive. It combines different issues which 

every exporter is facing every time when exporting to China, starting from the place where to 

keep the goods as a warehouse. APACCCEEC has a facility in Bulgaria where the producers 

can store their products. APACCCEEC welcomes all countries to promote this place as a place 

for trade. When a farmer, trader or a company is providing their products to a specific place 

they want to have a traceability which through the platform is very easy. Each and every time 

when there is a dispatch of products from the respective warehouse, the respective owner of the 

goods is notified regarding this. Another very big issue is the preliminary check from GACC 

in regards to exporting products. During the last meeting of the Consultative Board it was 

discussed the delivery of samples from CEEC to China. Unfortunately, APACCCEEC didn’t 

find a solution to this moment for having any privileges when exporting samples. So, 

APACCCEEC has to count that the terms of dispatching samples are the same as when 

exporting products for general trade. From the Association's perspective, we are not dividing 

any more samples and general trade, we talk just for export to China no matter what. The 

preliminary check that we have arranged in the platform is actually a guarantee that when the 

products are dispatched to China, all necessary documents and requirements will be matched 

and they will be checked by the Chinese importer. When the goods arrive in China, it will be 

not possible to say that some documents are missing or not filled in correctly. This platform is 

something that will totally change the way of trade between CEE countries and China in respect 

to making it more transparent, easy and understandable for the companies in CEECs. 
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The last year APACCCEEC didn’t make visits on site among the CEE countries. This 

was mainly due to the pandemic and the impossibility of Mr. Gelev and his colleagues to travel. 

Mr. Gelev finished his report and gave the floor to each country to make a short statement.  

At the end of his report, he made the announcement that starting from July, 

APACCCEEC will contact the CEE countries one by one in order to organize bilateral meetings 

with the respective ministries on which he will present the platform and the initiative for 

providing free saffron corms. It is foreseen the online participation of Chinese farmers and 

buyers, so the meeting can achieve a deep understanding. Mr. Gelev apologized that for the last 

year he didn’t have the ability to meet the Consultative Board Members in person and to let 

them know about everything that APACCCEEC is planning. He will inform them in details 

what APACCCEC has achieved when they meet in person. APACCCEC’s team is willing and 

planning to start visits on site in the CEE countries to further deepen the cooperation in this two 

fields: saffron corms, part of the project “Demonstration Zone of Agricultural Cooperation 

between China and the Central and Eastern European Countries” and the e-commerce 

development through the platform for management of the supply chain.  

Mr. Gelev finished his report and asked his colleague Ms. Yovka Yaneva to start giving 

the floor to each country in alphabetical order.  

 

 Point 3: Statements by CEE countries 

Ms. Yovka Yaneva started to give the floor to each country in alphabetical order. 

 

Albania 

Mr. Pjerin Shoshi, Director, Directorate of Deregulation, Permits, Licenses and Monitoring 

 Mr. Shoshi thanked for the invitation. The cooperation under the 17+1 Initiative is very 

important for the Albanian agriculture and business. This year they signed protocols for dairy 

and honey. They are in process of agreeing and finalizing the procedures for meeting the 

requirements for import of dairy products and honey from Albania into China. For Albania is 

very important to discuss this issues with the working group. For example, one of the main 

issues that this group most probably will discuss is the speeding of the procedures in order to 

approve the agreements. Also, the Albanian side would like to extend their cooperation with 

MARA and GACC, not only because of the two mentioned protocols, but also for the other 3 

quarantine protocols with the Chinese side. They would like to speed a little bit the process and 

file:///C:/Users/APACCCEEC2/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.china2ceec.org


                                                                                         
 

106, Vasil Levski Blvd. 

1527 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: +359 2 843 1040, Fax:  +359 2 843 1234 

Website: www.china2ceec.org 

to try to mextend the cooperation and their export into the Chinese market due to his huge 

potential. Until now, their cooperation with China is excellent and Albania would like to 

congratulate the Chinese side for holding the 2nd China-CEEC Expo & International Consumer 

Goods Fair and the Initiative.  

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Mr. Dusan Neskovic, Assistant Minister, Sector for Agriculture, Food, Forestry and Rural 

Development, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations 

Mr. Neskovic warned of possible internet connection problems. He congratulated all of 

those present on the behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and on the behalf of the other authorities - Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Water Management of Republic of Srpska and the Ministry of Agriculture, Water-

Management and Forestry of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. He underlined all entities 

because of the cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and China. They should focus 

more to do entity authority because his Ministry, and personally him, is someone who is 

nominated to represent Bosnia and Herzegovina in communication and collaboration with 

China. But talking about agriculture and everything economic, the other level authorities of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina are also included. That is the reason why he mentioned also the other 

authorities.  

Mr. Neskovic pointed out that if Bosnia and Herzegovina wants to accelerate and increase 

the cooperation with Chinese side, they should focus more on the economy area. Especially 

Foreign Trade Chamber of Commerce but also entity Chamber of Commerce in order to fulfill 

everything that is under discussion and the other activities. This platform should not only to 

help between the communication of his Ministry and the Ministry of Foreign Trade which 

ministry is responsible also for agriculture but focus the activities also on lower level. When 

talking about cooperation, especially about trade with agricultural products, he mentioned that 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a small country and is importer of food. They don’t have a lot of 

products that they can export, especially not to big market as China. But definitely, they have 

some of the products that can be exported to China as wine. As it was stressed in the last 

meeting, they should accept their food safety standards between Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

China. Bosnia and Herzegovina is still expecting Chinese inspectors to come visit the country 

and see their food safety operators in order to be legitimate or approved for export to China. 
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So, again, they can discuss the cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and China but 

definitely it should be included the cooperation with entity level authority. He is really happy 

to hear there is a plan Mr. Gelev to visit his country in August or later on. He will try to organize 

a meeting with representatives from the entities and introduce them to the APACCCEEC and 

the platform in order to have better and closer collaboration on economic sides, especially in 

agriculture and agricultural origin goods for trade with China. That was everything from his 

side and he wished the meeting full success and good results in the future.  

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

 Mr. Gelev made a remark regarding the protocols and the export of some products to 

China. Previously, this topic has been raised and discussed many times during the Consultative 

Board Meetings. During the 2nd China-CEEC Expo in Ningbo there is a China-CEEC SPS 

Working Group Meeting. In the last few months it was emphasized that it is needed to has 

traceability. The way of work of GACC was reviewed many times and what documents exactly 

they need to start the process and to sign a protocol and later on, to make possible the export of 

those products to China. 

First, very important thing is the ability to trace back the monitoring system of the 

farmers from the field till the company export. So, the APACCCEC’s platform is related to this 

and it was made with this new setup on it, just with the reason to make possible for the Chinese 

side to be more traceable, more easily to understand from where each and every product has 

been started from and what kind of treatment has been made during the processing.  

Second, APACCCEEC has made very important facility – the 17+1 E-Commerce 

Logistics Hub and Pavilion for Agricultural and other Products which was opened in 2019 in 

Plovdiv, Bulgaria. From January 2021, APACCCEEC has a new, much bigger place where the 

products can be stored. Those, combined with the traceability and the possibilities of the 

platform will make possible the Chinese side to speed up some of the procedures which have 

been started and which have been not finished yet.  

 

Croatia  

1) Mrs. Petra Badovinac, Head of International Cooperation Service, Directorate for 

Agricultural Policy, EU and International Cooperation, Service for International Cooperation 

and Trade Relations, Ministry of Agriculture 
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2) Mrs. Irena Georgievski, Head of Department, Directorate for Agriculture Policy, EU and 

International Cooperation, Service for International Cooperation and Trade Relations, 

Department for International Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture    

 Mrs. Petra Badovinac pointed out that Croatia encourages the cooperation between 

China and the CEE countries through the Association. The agricultural trade is an essential part 

of the agricultural cooperation and it is necessary to work together in order to mutually expand 

the market access for agricultural products. The promotion is an effective way of expanding the 

agricultural trade and facilitate the participation of agricultural businesses in large agricultural 

exhibitions in the countries. Croatia hopes that the undertaken activities under the 17+1 

Platform. Bilaterally, Croatia has made several important steps in promoting the bilateral trade 

and relations. They believe it will help for opening the Chinese market for Croatian high quality 

agricultural products such as poultry, pig meat and …. /internet connection disruptions and unclear 

speech/ and fulfill all conditions considering the high standard of animal products for finalizing 

and harmonization of the veterinary health conditions for export. Last year, they successfully 

finished the procedures and … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ for milk and milk 

products to China. Furthermore, they hope their bilateral agreements will soon be finalized with 

the veterinary health conditions for export of animal origin products, especially taking into 

account the high standards of animal health in Croatia, especially when last year they have been 

granted the status of a country free of …. /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ fever 

from the OIE. They hope the Association will help for speeding up some of the procedures. The 

business with China and the Chinese investments are an important priority for Croatia not only 

in the field of agriculture. It is important to diversify the products in the mutual trade and to 

identify the latest trends …. /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ are encoring with new 

products emerging in their export to China such as alcoholic beverages, fish products and sugar 

confectionary. They believe when the administrative procedures will be finished, soon the meat 

products will be presented on the Chinese market. She continued that they appreciated the 

efforts of the Bulgarian Secretary and Mr. Gelev personally for what the Association is doing 

for all the members.  

  Finally, in the 17+1 Framework they are interested in initiative in agricultural and … 

tourism … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ as well all around development a 

tourism in China and CEEC which presence an added value to the development …. /internet 

connection disruptions and unclear speech/ of the CEE countries and China.  
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Czech Republic  

Mr. Jan Holub, Desk Officer, Unit of Asian Countries and Trade Policy, Department of Trade 

Cooperaltion Policy, Section of EU and Foreign Relations, Ministry of Agriculture 

Mr. Jan Holub thanked to all speakers and the organizers for the program. He pointed 

out that he is glad all members can meet at least in this online format. There are many companies 

…. /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ and Chinese partners at this China-CEEC Expo. 

There are companies which produce food and beverages. Concerning the situation nowadays 

they hope in the near future the companies will be able to meet with their partners personally 

and to take part in exhibitions in China. In this regard, they are interested in Free Trade Port in 

Hainan which seems to be a new opportunity in the near future. Regarding the Summit in 

February 2021, they are glad that China has interest in import of products from CEE countries 

and China see the key for managing this … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ for 

better and easier access to the Chinese market. The SPS Mechanism and the administrative 

tools … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ and they are a little bit worried about the 

implementation of … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ the decrees by GACC No. 

248 and No. 249 concerning the registration of overseas manufactures, food safety, imported 

and exported goods. According to their information GACC is planning to release some 

Guidelines how to implement these requirements, so Czech Republic is interested if 

APACCCEEC can support and provide some more information regarding this.  

 Mr. Holub continued that Czech Republic is interested also about the platform for the 

supply chain mentioned by Mr. Gelev and the SPS Working Group.  

They are interested in contribution for better market access to China because there is a potential 

for the Czech products, also for the CEE products. 

 

*APACCCEEC Remark:  

On April 13, 2021, the General Administration of Customs of China (GACC) issued No.248 order and 

No. 249 order, which are Decree on the issuance of the "Administrative Regulations on the Registration of 

Overseas Manufacturers of imported Food of the People's Republic of China" and Decree on the issuance of the 

"Administrative Measures on import and Export Food Safety of the People's Republic of China" respectively.  

These 2 Regulations will be implemented on January 1, 2022. 
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China notified the revised measures to the WTO SPS Committee on November 12, 2020 as 

G/SPS/N/CHN/1191. Upon implementation, the measures will replace AQSIQ Decree 144 of the same title as 

well as the AQSIQ decrees regulating the import and export of meat, dairy, and aquatic products, and honey. 

In particular, with some limited exceptions, Decree 248 will require that all overseas food manufacturers, 

processors, and storage facilities be registered with the General Administration of Customs of China (GACC) to 

export product to China. Decree 249 will provide new enforcement tools for GACC to suspend or prohibit food 

importation into China when violation with applicable Chinese laws and regulations are identified. 

Highlights of Decree 248 on food facility registration 

Once implemented, Decree 248 would expand the scope of overseas facilities subject to a registration 

requirement to include all food manufacturers, processors, and storage facilities. The product scope includes all 

food products except for food additives and “food-related products,” which is defined by the Food Safety Law of 

China to include food packaging materials, detergents, disinfectants, and tools and equipment used in food 

manufacturing. 

The new facility registration requirements differ based on the specific types of food products 

manufactured: 

 Group #1: 18 categories of food subject to the registration recommended by the competent authority of 

the home country, including: meat and meat products; casing; aquatic products; dairy products; bird's nest 

and bird's nest products; bee products; eggs and egg products; edible fat and oil; stuffed pasta; edible 

grains; grain milling industrial products and malt; fresh and dehydrated vegetables and dried beans; 

seasonings; nuts and seeds; dried fruits; unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans; special dietary foods; 

and health food. 

 Group #2: Other foods not covered by the above 18 categories. 

Facilities that manufacture products covered by Group #1 need to first obtain recommendation by the 

competent authority (defined as the government agency in charge of food safety) of the local jurisdiction for facility 

registration. There are also detailed requirements for the registration dossier including, when requested, food safety 

documents, facility design, and manufacturing process flow chart. Facilities that manufacture products covered by 

Group #2 can directly apply for facility registration with less stringent document requirements. 

Highlights of Decree 249 on food importation 

Once implemented, Decree 249 would equip GACC with more administrative enforcement tools 

regarding food importation. In the following circumstances, GACC may take control measures including 

suspending or prohibiting imports: 

 There is a major animal or plant disease outbreak or a significant change in the food safety situation in 

the exporting country (region), which makes it impossible to effectively guarantee the safety of food 

exports to China; 

 Food imports are contaminated by quarantined infectious pathogens, or there is evidence proving that 

(the food) could become a vector of quarantined infectious diseases, and there is no effective sanitation 

treatment to be taken; 
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 The food imports under customs’ control measures pursuant to Article 34 paragraph 2 of these measures 

are again found to be noncompliant in items of safety, health, and environmental protection; 

 The overseas production facility violates relevant Chinese laws and regulations, and circumstances are 

serious; or 

 Other information indicates that relevant foods pose significant safety risks. 

*References:  

1) http://www.customs.gov.cn/customs/302249/2480148/3619591/index.html  

2) http://www.customs.gov.cn/customs/302249/2480148/3619657/index.html  

3) https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=335d06e3-1d87-45f5-be06-da5b5f1e9919  

 

Representatives of Estonia didn’t attend the meeting.  

 

Greece 

Mrs. Ioulia Drossinou, Head of International Affairs Department, Directorate of Agricultural 

Policy, Documentation & International Affairs, Ministry of Rural Development & Food 

 Mrs. Drossinou thanked for organizing this online meeting. This is a new era and the 

international trade will be not the same after the pandemic. Companies and … /internet connection 

disruptions and unclear speech/ need to develop new abilities and to explore new ways to promote 

the products … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ that the pandemic created. E-

Commerce became more important than it used to be and it’s a good opportunity to support and 

to ….. /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ in the agri food sector and to work in these 

directions. Mrs. Drossinou believes that the Association can provide this support in cooperation 

with the Chinese colleagues. She shared that the previous day she participated in the Opening 

Ceremony of the 2nd China-CEEC Expo and it was a good opportunity to hear from high 

representatives from the CEE countries their thoughts and how they want to proceed with the 

cooperation. Greece took some ideas and guidelines from these presentations. Mrs. Drossinou 

mentioned that she is looking forward for the next APACCCEEC’s Consultative Board Meeting 

which hopefully will be held on site physically.  

 

Representatives of Hungary did not attend the meeting.  

 

Representatives of Latvia did not attend the meeting.  
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Representatives of Lithuania did not attend the meeting.  

 

North Macedonia 

Mr. Perica Ivanoski, State Counselor for Agriculture Policy Analysis, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Water Economy 

Mr. Ivanoski greeted everyone and congratulated everyone on the held events.  

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Unfortunately, there was an unstable connection and Mr. Gelev announced that 

APACCCEEC will give the floor again to Mr. Ivanoski once he reconnects into the online 

meeting.  

 

Representatives of Montenegro did not attend the meeting.  

 

Poland  

Ms. Magdalena Czechońska, Agricultural Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Poland in 

Beijing 

Ms. Czechońska thanked for the opportunity to participate at the 10th Consultative Board 

Meeting. The Polish side expressed its satisfaction with the intensity of the cooperation in the 

17+1 Format. The large number of events organized in Ningbo shows the interest of the 

participants of the Format to develop the cooperation. The CEE countries participating in the 

17+1 Initiative if regards to its size and natural conditions, however we are all interested in 

increasing the agri food export to the Chinese market. Therefore, the declaration of the Chinese 

President Xi Jinping of Chinese willingness to increase the import of agri food products from 

the CEE countries is very good news for the CEEC. Poland expressed their content with the 

possibility to carry out the Dialogue on agricultural matters despite the difficult epidemiological 

situation. Poland is interested in exchanging experience and views on the proposed new forms 

of cooperation such as the SPS Working Group. They also asses the proposal by North 

Macedonia to organize a field trip of wine importers from China as a very attractive. These 

initiatives will be discussed later during the meeting, so she hoped there will be an interesting 

discussion and will know more about the further development of this initiatives.  
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Representatives of Romania did not attend the meeting. 

 

Representatives of Serbia did not attend the meeting.  

 

North Macedonia 

 Mr. Perica Ivanoski was back online and took the floor.  

Mr. Ivanoski congratulated the real steps that were made by not only Chinese side, but also by 

the CEE countries in regards to the quarantine inspection and food safety by establishing the 

SPS Working Group. Unfortunately, the last session which was very important and was related 

to the establishment of the Working Group itself (speaking about the contacts and the focal 

points from the countries) took place the day before and was organized in a time when was 

impossible actually for the CEE countries to participate online because it was very early in the 

morning (around 04:00/03:00 AM EEST/CEST). At the moment North Macedonia doesn’t 

have any information about the outcomes from the meeting for establishing the SPS Working 

Group. He took the opportunity to ask the Chinese colleagues who were presented at the 

meeting to share some information about the SPS Working Group. He shared that North 

Macedonia sees this opportunity as a good step forward toward accelerating the procedures for 

obtaining a better access of the European products to the Chinese market.  

 He shared also his impression about the very nice presentations which were delivered 

during the several sessions of the different events. He is very satisfied with the political 

willingness for improving the current situation. Probably for the first time, at least at his 

understanding and information, the mentioned increase by 50 % of the import of products from 

CEEC into China is a good commitment by Chinese side. It gives to all CEE countries the 

obligation to continue working even better than in the previous times in order to achieve this 

very strict commitment. From the analyses which were given on these occasions, he understood 

that the Chinese side is also not satisfied with the current level. The overall trade, volume and 

the exchange between the two sides is symbolic. At the moment is 1 to 2 % of the overall 

Chinese trade with the whole world which is really insignificant. The information that he got 

from the previous event was that the trade is actually concentrated in a very small number of 

countries (Poland was mentioned which covers 2/3 of the trade if he is not wrong). Receiving 

the new information is something probably that should be admired in order to improve the 
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situation in future. CEE countries should start see the facts and explore the opportunities in 

order to see where the CEECs can go and do better. 

  Mr. Ivanoski gave the proposal for better and in depth analyses of the trade between 

CEECs and China, so everyone can see and explore the opportunities. And especially to see 

how the successful countries and colleagues, such as Poland, which was mentioned in a 

presentation the previous day, are doing and which products they choose and are selling in the 

Chinese market. The sharing will help the other CEE countries to decide about their own 

products and to see how these few countries, which were mentioned as a good example in the 

trade between China and CEECs, are successful on the Chinse market. That will be very useful 

because this is the initial step to improve the situation.  

 He congratulated all on the continuous efforts and hopes to see everyone in person soon. 

 One issue that he found very interesting in some of the presentations and which he would 

like to share is the presentation of COFCO. The representatives of COFCO shared experience 

about the strict and very explicitly about the concrete examples of the failing of the marketing 

standards of the European products compared to some other products coming from different 

countries outside CEECs. Mr. Ivanoski shared that this is a topic that he would like to have 

more information and propose to get closer in the communication with COFCO and the Chinese 

institutions that have good experience in improving the trade, especially what is good, what is 

not very efficient in the practices of the CEECs and their exporters. He suggested to check the 

possibility the Agricultural Trade Promotion Center, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

of China to support this proposal. Having meetings with this kind of institutions in which they 

can present their views on the improvement of the cooperation with China might be very useful 

for the CEE countries.  

  In order to make the real steps and reach these commitments for better trade, North 

Macedonia gave the proposal (which actually came from their wine exporters) to organize 

Chinese wine importers to a field trips. 

 

*APACCCEEC Remark:  

  COFCO is a Chinese state-owned food processing holding company. COFCO Group is China's largest 

food processor, manufacturer and trader. It is also one of Asia's leading agribusiness groups. 
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Slovakia 

Mr. Milan Paksi, Chief State Advisor, Trade Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

Mr. Paksi attended another urgent meeting at the same time and took the floor later 

during the agenda.  

He thanked the Chinese side for organizing the event, especially in this time. It is very 

nice to hear the initiative proposed by North Macedonia, about organizing Chinese wine 

exporters to a field visit, is supported by China. It is nice initiative and for sure once the situation 

improves there would be more possibilities for cooperation. He highlighted that in the past 

Slovakia also raised the issue regarding the certification. Now they have signed and valid 

certificates for milk and dairy products. They also signed an agreement for export of lamb meat. 

Nevertheless, there is African swine fever. However, they hope that they can sign agreement 

for export of pork meat, beef meat and poultry. It is a good base for mutual trade. Regarding 

the COVID-19, it is harsh problem for them. Slovakia is landlocked country … /internet connection 

disruptions and unclear speech/ limited only to several countries in their neighborhood. The trade 

with China was also prohibited or not recommended and the agriculture commodities were 

limited. Their export is slightly continuously growing but in 2018 they exported agricultural 

products for 1,5 million euro to the Chinese market. In 2019 it was only 1 million euro and in 

2020 was 1,2 million euro, so there is decrease against 2018 but increase against 2019. On the 

import side, there is a growing import from 23 million in 2018 to 27 million euro in 2019 and 

the last year was 30 million euro. They don’t see any problems for the Chinese products on the 

Slovakian market but on the other side they would like to see an increase of the export of 

Slovakia. Nevertheless, they have wine commodities but taking into account the total export 

from Slovak Republic into China in the last year was about 600 000 euro. In comparison to the 

other countries, including North Macedonia, there is very big difference. Nevertheless, they 

don’t have any problems and hope the cooperation will go on positive way and have better 

benefits for their side.  

 

Slovenia  

Mr. Martin Gosenca, Undersecretary, Directorate for Food and Fisheries, Division for Food, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
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 Mr. Gosenca thanked for the invitation and the organization of the meeting. He 

congratulated Bulgaria for the development of the saffron project and it was great to hear that 

Bulgaria managed to organize additional investors from Chinese side. 

 Regarding the trade between Slovenia and China in this pandemic, he emphasized that the 

figures dropped with about 10% but they are planning that after the COVID-19 time the figures 

will rise again and they can expand their trade of agricultural products, also the import and 

export between Slovenia and China and Slovenia and the other CEE countries.  

 Last year they were quite efficient due to the COVID situation. They organized a 

presentation of Slovenian wine producers during ProWine in November 2020 and they are 

planning to participate again this year at the ProWine which will be held in November 9-11, 

2021. With the assistant of the Slovenian Embassy in Beijing and the Consulate in Shanghai, 

they organized free presentations for wine sellers and journalists in China. They are planning 

to do the same this year again.  

 Two days ago, during the meeting in Ningbo, their Minister and the Head of GACC signed 

the agreement of exporting poultry meat from Slovenia to China. This was quite a long process, 

they organized this signing for the last 9 years and they managed to settle all details on the 

agreement. Mr. Gosenca shared that Slovenia has also the agreement of export of pork meat to 

China in the final stage. He hopes it would be signed soon.  

 He used the opportunity to thank the GACC for the cooperation and wished to have it the 

next year too.  

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

The results from the bilateral and multilateral trade ae promising but all have further to 

work on increasing them.  

All countries should find new products which to be welcomed on the Chinese market. 

In the last few years, the countries are promoting mostly the same products to the market in 

China and for some of the products which he thinks are good for trade, the Chinese market is 

either not ready or the products are not to the taste of the Chinese consumers. Sometimes, the 

countries in cooperation with the Chinese buyers should make more detailed investigation. 

There should be more communication with the potential buyers and traders from China in order 

to receive a feedback what the customers are expecting such as a packaging, shelf live, delivery 

terms, price terms. In this respect, he thinks all should work more closely with the Chinese 
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buyers and traders. He expressed his gratitude to the organizers of the 2nd China-CEEC Expo 

in Ningbo because through the expos is the shortest way to receive a feedback from the potential 

customers. Mr. Gelev shared that starting from this year the CEE companies can be more active 

in their participation and also to be able to dispatch larger quantities of their goods to China, so 

that they can make promotions there and deliveries of samples to the interested stakeholders/ 

traders.   

 

Point 4: Discussion of organizing Chinese wine importers to a field trip to one or more 

CEE countries /proposed by North Macedonia/.  

Mr. Gelev gave the floor to Mr. Ivanoski to make a presentation on his proposal. 

 He honestly shared that North Macedonia is not very satisfied with the current stage of 

the trade exchange and volume with China. It is rather symbolic and small. The majority beside 

it … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ is very low but also the majority of the 

products which are exported from the country to China is very low, and mainly wine. Wine is 

the second most exported product from North Macedonia with significant potential of 

larger export to the Chinese market. Positively, it consists of 95% of the total MKD export to 

China, but in monetary terms, it counts only EUR 1.5 million which is just 3% of the total value 

of exported wine worldwide. Obviously, there is a huge opportunity for improved absorption 

of the North Macedonian wine to the massive Chinese market, moreover because recently there 

was a gap opened after the Australian wines were imposed with higher import tariffs by 

the Chinese authorities. North Macedonia would like to see from both sides more concrete steps 

in the direction of exporting more wine to the Chinese market. 

 North Macedonia, with the support of APACCCEEC and the Chinese side, would like 

to organize a trip of a 10 – 20 top wine importers from China to North Macedonia so they could 

get more information about the quality and potentials for cooperation. North Macedonia 

proposes the delegation to spend a week in the country in order to have a comprehensive and 

effective promotional program. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Water Economy  

 and the North Macedonian wine exporters are ready to propose special conditions to the 

delegation such as sharing some of the costs as accommodation in the country, transportation 

to the wineries.  

This is experience that they had from previous similar events organized in this way. The 

field trip may be combined with visiting other wine countries in the region that are interested, 
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focusing on Central and Eastern Europe’s local history, traditions, culture. This will shorten the 

time of the delegation in North Macedonia but nevertheless it is a common initiative. 

One of the issues, which were mentioned in the presentations during the last days in 

Ningbo, was the lack of quantity which are supplied to the Chinese market from the CEE 

countries. The regional cooperation and the support to this initiative will be very valuable. Mr. 

Ivanoski sees the CEE countries not as competitors in sales to the Chinese market but as partners 

who can get a better position together in the mutual initiative.  

He hopes the Association and specific the Chinese side will support the idea. Before the 

pandemic there were a lot of similar visits of Chinese business representatives in the CEE 

countries. If this initiative is accepted, it will be very nice for the Macedonian side to have some 

of the best wine importers from China in order to have the real impact from the initiative. 

 

*APACCCEEC Remark:  

The China – CEEC’s Tourism Coordination Centre (TCC or CEEnter) was established in Budapest 

in May 2014, on the initiative of Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. 

CEEnter is the executive body of a joint professional platform for China and the 17 CEE countries in the field of 

tourism. Tourism was one of the 6 professional platforms planned to be set up within 17+1 cooperation. The mutual 

commitment of 17+1 paved the way for professional cooperation forms between the two regions. The mission of 

the CEEnter is to collect and share information and connect tourism stakeholders - business ventures, national 

tourism organizations, ministries - from CEE and China. By promoting the region as a single and unique 

destination, CEEnter supports the cooperating Central and Eastern European countries to be more visible in the 

Chinese tourism market. 

China, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland, Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia joined the 

cooperation on a voluntary basis. Greece, the 17th CEE country joined in April 2019. 

CEEnter is seated in Budapest, Hungary, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Its work is 

supported by the national coordinator team from the 17 CEE countries. The cooperation has an extended partner 

network in the business sphere in Europe and China.   

China - Central and Eastern European Countries’ Tourism Coordination Centre (http://www.ceenter-

china.com/) invites applications for Tourism Award Marco Polo. Gold, silver and bronze certificates will 

acknowledge the contribution of private CEE-located businesses - tour operators and travel agencies - who have 

realized a round trip for Chinese visitors, focusing on Central and Eastern Europe’s local history, traditions, culture 

or which target a special interest group of travelers. The trips should cover at least three CEE countries.  
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The international jury will place particular emphasis on the sustainable and green aspects of the product 

and whether the trip is devised respecting the local communities.  

Beside the ordinary category of Tourism Award Marco Polo, hotels are very much welcome to apply for 

the honourable mention title with their services benefitting Chinese guests.   

All application materials as well as any supplementary information about Tourism Award Marco Polo is 

available at the website of China – CEEC’s Tourism Coordination Centre (http://www.ceenter-china.com/about-

ceec) .  

The application period opens on 15th March and closes on 30 June. CEEnter staff is looking forward to 

the interested businesses and even offers tele-mentoring at +36 30 685 1613, to help them in the application 

process. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

From the moment APACCCEEC received this proposal for organizing field trips, Mr. 

Gelev thought about one thing: how exactly to organize this in the current situation of the 

pandemic which all of us are facing right now and the impossibility of the Chinese traders and 

buyers to travel around the world, including Europe. This is an obstacle that all have to 

understand that it is something that cannot be organized from today to tomorrow.  From other 

side, he knows that the best time for organizing such kind of initiatives is September. Especially 

in Bulgaria this is the time when the grape is collected and the production of the new wine is 

starting. He thought how to solve it this year. Most of the Consultative Board Members know 

that in the previous years APACCCEEC has organized this kind of field trips in different areas 

of interest for the Chinese side such as cosmetic, wine and other agricultural products among 

the CEE countries. APACCCEC accompanied buyers from China to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Serbia, Slovenia and other countries. Mr. Gelev think that year will be not possible to organize 

something like this with buyers from China who to arrive in Europe. Probably with the time 

when the situation and the restrictions allow it, we will start to organize such visits.  

Ms. Gelev shared that there is a Chinese investor in Bulgaria with which APACCCEEC 

has talked and he is willing and ready to start a trip in the late summer of 2021. At the moment 
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the company is exporting wine from Bulgaria but it started a new portfolio in its business – 

export of a craft beer under its own brand. Many of the countries in CEE have very good beer 

and wine. So, the Association confirms that can organize at least one team of Chinese buyers 

to visit the CEECs which are willing to welcome them. Most probably, representatives from 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry of the Republic of Bulgaria will take part in the 

meetings. From APACCCEEC’s side this is the best we can do at the current situation.  

Mr. Gelev gave the floor to Mr. Song Yueshun, Deputy Secretary of CPC, Government 

of Ningbo Municipality to share his opinion and ideas on the proposal from North Macedonia.  

 

Remark from Mr. Song Yueshun 

Mr. Song thanked to all for the support and the attention on the Chinese market. He 

thanked for the recognition of the events happened in Ningbo during the 2nd China-CEEC Expo. 

China hopes the pandemic will end very soon and all can meet face to face. 

China is willing to organize field trips to North Macedonia for wine importers. China 

knows that wine is a specialty industry in North Macedonia, with an annual grape production 

of 294,000 tons in 2018 and more than 20 wineries in the country with an annual production of 

120 million liters. Wine is also the main product imported by China from Central and Eastern 

European countries, accounting for 9% of total imports (wine imports in 2019: USD 54.13 

million, total imports: USD 60.202 million). Organizing a field visit for Chinese wine importers 

to North Macedonia and other countries with high quality wine production will tap the bilateral 

trade potential. While the global COVID-19 pandemic is not yet under effective control, we 

will organize arrangements as soon as we can go abroad. 

In addition, China also welcomes the Central and Eastern European countries to attach 

importance to and actively launch promotional activities in China, seize all opportunities to 

expand the popularity of wine and other special products. It is hoped that the CEEC will actively 

participate in large-scale exhibition activities held by China, such as China International Import 

Expo (CIIE), China Agricultural Trade Fair (CATF), the China-CEEC Agricultural Economic 

and Trade Cooperation Forum, China International Food & Ingredients Expo, etc. China spent 

a lot of funds and paid a lot of thought on the "China-CEEC Farm Fair" organized by the the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China during the 2nd China-CEEC Expo & Int'l 

Consumer Goods Fair. 
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It is to use various traditional media, social media and e-commerce platforms to promote 

agricultural products such as wine from Central and Eastern Europe. Trust and reputation are 

gradually accumulated through such efforts. All these countries from Central and Eastern 

Europe participating in the event will receive a million click attention in China. However, 

though China urges for mobilization many times, some Central and Eastern European countries 

have not paid enough attention and cooperation, their Ministries of Agriculture and the 

Embassies in China have not signed up for participation. It is a pity to lose such a wonderful 

opportunity. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Mr. Gelev has fully agreed with Mr. Song. The countries under the initiative should be 

more responsible and when they have the opportunity for something that they have been striving 

for so long, they should take it and participate in all events organized by the Chinese side 

because the understanding and progress can be made only under dialogue. For those countries 

who are willing to export to China, to brighten their horizons and to have access to this market, 

Mr. Gelev think that patience from one side is very important but also it should have 

also sustainable interest in developing the cooperation, not only from time to time to remember 

that the countries want to do something and then to ask someone else to do it on their behalf.  

 

Remark from Mr. Perica Ivanoski 

Mr. Ivanoski took the floor to give his response to Mr. Song. 

He shared that he is very happy and satisfied with the feedback from the Chinese side. 

He thanked for the constructive proposals which has been given and the support to this 

initiative. He emphasized that the Macedonian Ministry of Agriculture is continuously 

supporting the wine producers and exporters in participating at the organized events in China.   

Mr. Ivasnoski pointed out that the Chinese side should understand that the financial capacity 

of the Macedonian exporters and producers are not unlimited and they cannot reply to every 

invitation for participation in events in China. … /internet connection disruptions and unclear speech/ 

It is very important to establish a link between Macedonian producers and the Chinese 

importers. Once the link is established and the Macedonian producers/ exporters find their 

partners from Chinese side, then the participation and representation of the Macedonian 

products in events organized in China, would be much easier. In this case, the problem that was 
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mentioned by the Chinese side – that the producers/ exporters from CEECs are not able to come 

and participate in events in China, will be overcome because they will have Chinese 

representatives on site who can directly present the products and the possibilities in front of the 

Chinese consumer.  

He continued that he appreciated very much the readiness of the Chinese side to support 

this initiative and they are ready to co-organize the visit of Chinese wine importers in North 

Macedonia and in the region as well. He thinks that September and the coming months are good 

period because the situation with COVID in North Macedonia is improving, there are almost 

no new cases and the vaccination is ongoing. That is why he think the period is very suitable 

for this kind of events which can only be carried out physically. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

 Mr. Gelev continued that he thinks the worst is already behind and the last year just gave 

all time to rethink and to be able to focus on more constructive approach.  

 

Point 5: Poland made a proposal for “Discussion on the SPS mechanism, the initiative 

mentioned by President Xi Jinping during the 17+1 Leaders’ Summit in February 2021. 

Rules of the functioning of the mechanism.” 

As there is a special event on June 7-8, 2021 during the 2nd China-CEEC Expo & 

International Consumer Goods Fair in Ningbo, PRC called “5th China-CEEC Dialogue on 

Customs, Inspection and Quarantine Cooperation and the 1st China-CEEC SPS Working Group 

Meeting”, APACCCEEC proposes the Chinese side to share briefly: 

- the main results from the event;  

- the reached agreements; 

- the ways for moving forward and deepening China-CEEC cooperation on customs, 

inspection and quarantine cooperation; 

- results of the discussions held during the 5th China-CEEC Dialogue on Customs, 

Inspection and Quarantine Cooperation and the 1st China-CEEC SPS Working Group. 

 

Remark by Mr. Song Juguo 

 China fully understands the concerns about the customs inspection and quarantine. From 

the perspective of MARA, they always been paying special attention to this aspect. Mr. Song 
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said that maybe some of the members have participated in the China-CEEC Dialogue on 

Customs, Inspection and Quarantine Cooperation and maybe some information have been 

already available to them.  

The 1st China-CEEC SPS Working Group was a closed-doored meeting, they didn’t 

have access to it. But he would like to share some information on the 5th China-CEEC Dialogue 

on Customs, Inspection and Quarantine Cooperation with all.  

China attaches great importance to deepening cooperation with CEE countries on 

customs trade security and customs clearance facilitation, and jointly promoting the 

acceleration of the process of CEE agricultural and food products access to China. China 

Customs and CEE countries’ customs and inspection and quarantine departments have achieved 

remarkable cooperation results. The dialogue and cooperation mechanism are improved, the 

level of customs clearance facilitation being continuously enhanced, the economic and trade 

cooperation platform being diversified and innovative, and the access of agricultural and food 

products being steadily accelerated. 

During the meeting, the General Administration of Customs of China also signed 

bilateral protocols with the Ministry of Agriculture of Hungary and the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Food of Slovenia respectively. Up to now, China has signed 95 documents on 

customs inspection and quarantine cooperation with 15 CEE countries. China has approved 132 

kinds of food, 41 kinds of live animals and agricultural products of 14 countries to export to 

China. 

Meanwhile, China has open up the China- CEEC Customs Information Center Website 

(www.cceeccic.org). The website will serve as 3 important platforms:  

1. Communication platform. It aims to promote the communication of customs inspection 

and quarantine laws, regulations and policies between China and CEE countries. 

2. Consultation platform. It will promptly respond to and solve the obstacles and 

difficulties in customs clearance of goods as well as market entry of agri-food products 

raised by either government or enterprises of each country. 

3. Monitoring platform. It will timely release the trade trends of China-CEE countries and 

their monitoring and early warning information. 

The website has 9 columns: News, legislation, customs clearance, SPS, monitoring, 

TBT, Special Columns, China-CEEC customs inspection and quarantine cooperation dialogue, 

exchanged communication.  
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In the near future, China will work with the customs authorities of CEE countries to 

build consensus on cooperation and create a model of customs cooperation. Second, China 

Customs will explore the practice of customs cooperative governance and focus on trade 

security and strengthen customs open supervision. Last but not least, China will enhance 

customs clearance convenience and promote high-quality trade development. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

  Mr. Gelev gave the floor to Ms. Magdalena Czechońska from Poland for comments 

regarding the SPS Mechanism and the meeting that was held the precious day.  

 

Remark from Ms. Magdalena Czechońska 

Ms. Czechońska shared that she attended the meeting and there was a heated discussion 

on the document “Terms of Reference of China-CEECs SPS Working Group” and they are still 

in the process of reporting to the higher levels. So, she is unable to give comments on site 

regarding the meeting. The Polish side welcome the information about establishing this 

Working Group and look forward to the future development.   

 

Point 6: Discussion on ways to implement China-CEEC Summit' suggestions on 

agricultural cooperation /proposed by China/. 

 

Remark by Mr. Song Juguo 

On February 9, 2021, the China-CEEC Leaders Summit was held in Beijing. General 

Secretary Xi Jinping proposed "to deepen agricultural cooperation in a bid to double CEE 

countries’ agricultural exports to China and raise two-way agricultural trade by 50 percent over 

the next 5 years. China proposes to build a wholesale market for agricultural products in CEEC 

and implement the youth agricultural talent exchange program." 

The CEE countries' trade volume with China is generally not high (the agricultural 

exports of CEE countries to China was USD 600 million in 2019 and USD 670 million in 2020), 

and China knows that CEECs are strongly willing to expand the access of agricultural products 

to China. As for the demands of the CEE countries, MARA will work with the General 

Administration of Customs(GACC) to scientifically assess the risks and ensure safety while 
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taking full account of bilateral relations to be properly resolved. Meanwhile, China has the 

following initiatives to propose. 

MARA will conscientiously implement the spirit of President Xi Jinping's speech and 

actively work together with all parties to promote the implementation of the summit. China is 

seriously studying and formulating relevant measures, and hopes that the central and Eastern 

European countries will actively provide opinions and suggestions. China's current measures 

include: 

First, to explore setting up a farm produce wholesale market in CEE region. MARA will 

encourage and guide Xinfadi and other enterprises to go into CEE countries, such as Serbia, 

Hungary and Poland, to build wholesale markets or distribution centers for agricultural products 

with the locals, so as to improve the supply level and circulation capacity of agricultural 

products in CEE countries. 

Second, to promote cultural exchanges with CEE countries. Shoot agricultural 

promotional films for CEE countries to expand the influence of CEE agriculture and agro-

agricultural products among Chinese consumers. 

Third, to strengthen the construction of agricultural parks. Promote enterprises' 

agricultural investment in CEE countries, establish and improve agricultural park platforms, 

strengthen cooperation in agricultural products processing, extend the agricultural industry 

chain and enhance the value chain. 

Fourth, to carry out cooperation in young agricultural professionals. Expand the 

implementation of the exchange program for young agricultural talents, and promote Chinese 

enterprises to use the highly qualified agricultural talent resources of Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

Fifth, establish the China-Central and Eastern European countries Agricultural Research 

Collaboration Network. Jointly with some agricultural colleges and universities in China and 

agricultural research institutions in CEE countries, China will initiate the establishment of the 

China-CEE Agricultural Research Collaborative Network to enhance the joint innovation 

capacity of agricultural science and technology between China and CEE countries and further 

explore the growth potential of agriculture. 

Sixth, China will carry out the cooperative development of characteristic industries. 

CEEC are unique in dairy products, bee industry and beverage industry, and China has more 

development experience in this field.  China is willing to discuss with CEEC to carry out 
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cooperative development actions around characteristic industries, and strengthen cooperation 

in science and technology, industry, talent and other fields. For example, in May this year, 

MARA together with the Slovenian Embassy in China, jointly held the joint activities of 

“International Tea Day” and “World Bee Day”. Ambassadors from many countries visited the 

China Bee Research Institute and expressed strong interest in the bee industry revitalization 

plan proposed by China. China will soon submit the plan to all parties for study. Interested 

countries are welcome to actively consider joining. 

The above are China's proposals for initiatives to implement the China-CEEC Summit 

on agricultural cooperation. If the CEE countries have any ideas, they are welcome to share 

them. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Mr. Gelev thanked Mr. Song. He believes that from APACCCEEC’s side and from 

Chinese side everything is going very practical during the meeting and he is sure the next time 

all meet during the Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture, there will be a good outcome from 

the projects that are already started. It is really important for all countries to know that from 

Chinese side there is an understanding and willingness to further develop the cooperation. 

 

Point 7: Discussion on arrangements of China-CEEC Agriculture Minister Meeting and 

Agro-trade and Economic Cooperation Forum  /proposed by China/. 

 

Remark by Mr. Song Juguo 

The 5th China-CEEC Agriculture Ministers' Meeting and the 15th China-CEEC 

Agricultural Economic and Trade Cooperation Forum, originally scheduled to be held in China 

in 2020, have been postponed due to the pandemic. MARA intends to hold these two events 

later this year as a follow-up to the implementation of the summit consensus. The format of the 

meetings is intended to depend on the situation of the pandemic and aim to be offline meetings. 

MARA intends to conduct the Agriculture Ministers' Meeting and other activities in 

Weifang City, Shandong Province in November 2021. Also, China will also conduct the Young 

Agricultural Professionals Exchange and Sharing Session, the promotion and exhibition of 

high-premium agricultural products from CEE countries and the 11th Consultative Board 

Meeting in the same period. 
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Mr. Song welcomes all countries to share their thoughts on the Minister Meeting and 

other events. 

 

Remark from Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Last year there was no opportunity to held the meeting due to the pandemic situation. 

Hopefully, this year we can make it offline, personally in Weifang in November. He believes 

that the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Chinese MARA will give more 

information. All know that travelling to China at the moment is very difficult. There is a 

mandatory quarantine of 3 weeks in CDC hotel, something that is very long period for a 

government official. If the situation changes and the restrictions for travelling to China are 

reduced, maybe all can travel again and meet in person in November.  

It has been mentioned that the Chinese side will support the development of youth 

experts from the CEE countries, talents from universities.  

Mr. Gelev shared that APACCCEEC has been working on the initiative since the last 

year. Together with the Agricultural University in Plovdiv, Bulgaria later this year will be 

launched the first LuBan Workshop in a CEE country. The LuBan Workshop is a very 

interesting program of the Chinese government. It is related to postgraduate specialization for 

people from China but also for people from CEECs. Once the project is ready and officially 

launched, He will share more information with the other CEE countries because all can follow 

this good example and develop it in their countries.  

What has been achieved in Plovdiv is a result from the work of the Association. First, 

promoting the S2s Initiative (Student2Student Initiative) and also from his personal experience 

such as teaching young students at the university in the field of e-commerce. As a result, 

APACCCEEC has attracted the Chinese government to establish the LuBan Workshop in 

Bulgaria. It is a good example of how the things can work in future for the other countries as 

well.  

Mr. Gelev used the opportunity to thanked to the organizers from Chinese side, to Mr. 

Song for the attendance and the wonderful information he provided to all, to Mr. He Jie who is 

in Bulgaria at the moment. He and the Chinese Embassy in Bulgaria are supporting 

APACCCEEC’s initiatives in a very positive way, help a lot for the establishing of the LuBan 

Workshop in Bulgaria. He also thanked to all his colleagues from the CEE countries who 

attended the meeting.  
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Remark by Mr. Song Juguo 

Mr. Song emphasized that all suggestions and ideas during the meeting will be sent 

officially in written form to all CEE Embassies in China. 

 

Point 8: Proposals, discussion and adoption of date and venue of the 11th Meeting of the 

Consultative Board of APACCCEEC in the second part of 2021.  

  It is foreseen the 11th Consultative Board Meeting of APACCCEEC to be held together 

with the Agriculture Ministers' Meeting in Weifang City, Shandong Province in November 

2021. 

 

Point 9: Closing remarks.  

Remark by Mr. Vasil Gelev: 

  Some of the suggestions that have been made during the meeting might be concluded 

till the Minister’s Meeting in November. At least, he will do his personal best to achieve this, 

so all can have a very fruitful Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture. 

  Mr. Gelev asked the Consultative Board Members to give information and to respond 

to the emails, so APACCCEEC can make a schedule and starts visits in the CEE countries one 

by one.  

  Mr. Vasil Gelev expressed his gratitude to the hosts, participants and guests, wishing 

for a meeting face to face soon. 

 

Adjournment: 

There being no further discussions, Chairman Vasil Gelev declared the meeting adjourned. 

Meeting adjourned at 17:40 PM Beijing Time. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:          

 

                                                                     ______________________________ 

              /Vasil Gelev, Chairman / 

 

Adopted by the Consultative Board Members 

on the 10th Consultative Board Meeting 

on June 9, 2021 
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