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M I N U T E S 

NINTH MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE 

BOARD 

 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION BETWEEN  

CHINA AND THE CEE COUNTRIES 

 

 

Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 

Time: 17:00 PM Beijing Time 

Location: Convention Center, Richmond Grand Hotel, Weifang, Shandong Province, China 

Present:  

Country Name Title & Organization 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr. Dusan Neskovic 

Assistant Minister 

Sector for Agriculture, Food, Forestry and Rural 

Development 

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

Mr. Vasil Gelev 

Executive Director  

Association for the promotion of agricultural 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries,  

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 

Mrs. Petya Steliyanova 

Head of the International Relations Department of 

the European Coordination and International 

Relations Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food and Forestry 

Member of the Consultative Board 
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Mrs. Yovka Yaneva 

Expert 

Association for the promotion of agricultural 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries,  

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 

Mrs. Kristina Venkova 

Expert 

Association for the promotion of agricultural 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries,  

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 

China 

Mr. Guan Dahai 

Deputy Director 

Division of European and Asian Affairs 

Department of International Cooperation 

Ministry of Agirculture and Rural Affairs, P.R.China 

Mr.  Li Kaihang 
First Secretary 

Embassy of PRC in the Republic of Bulgaria 

Mr. He Jie 
First Secretary 

Embassy of PRC in the Republic of Bulgaria 

Wu Changxue 
Counsellor, Department of International 

Coopeartion, MARA 

Zhao Lijun 
Director, European and Central Aias Division, 

Department of International Coopeartion, MARA 

Mr.John Ju 
Chief Business Officer 

Yantian Port 17+1 Pavilion Project 

Ms.Pauline Chan Director of Yantian Port 17+1 Pavilion Project 

Mr.Wen Sales manager of Yantian Port 17+1 Pavilion Project 

Croatia 
Mrs. Irena Georgievski 

Head of DepartmentDirectorate for Agriculture 

Policy, EU and International CooperationService for 

International Cooperation and Trade 

RelationsDepartment for International 

CooperationMinistry of Agriculture    

Mrs. Nina Karapandza  
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Czech Republic Mr. Ondřej Plaček 
Agricultural Attaché/ Counsellor for Agriculture 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in PRC 

Estonia 

Ms. Hanna Turetski-Toomik 
Head of International Cooperation Department 

Ministry of Rural Affairs of the Republic of Estonia 

Mrs. Kristiina Lillestik 

Adviser   

International Cooperation Department 

Ministry of Rural Affairs 

Greece 

Mrs. Ioulia Drossinou 

Head of International Affairs Department 

Directorate of Agricultural Policy, Documentation & 

International Affairs 

Ministry of Rural Development & Food 

Mr. Mikhalis Kastanâs  

Hungary Mr. Péter Király 

Head of Unit 

Unit for Eastern Relations 

Department of International Relations 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Latvia 

Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Briede 
Deputy Director, Market and Direct Support 

Department, Ministry of Agriculture 

Mrs.  Elīna Dambekalne 

Deputy Head of Division, International Affairs and 

Strategy Analysis Department, Ministry of 

Agriculture 

Lithuania Mrs. Greta Karaliūtė Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania 

North Macedonia Mr. Perica Ivanoski 

State Counselor for Agriculture Policy Analysis 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 

Economy 

Montenegro Mr. Darko Konjević 

 

 

Director General  

Directorate for Rural Development 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of 

Montenegro 
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Poland 

Mrs. Agnieszka Witek 

Specialist 

Department of International Cooperation 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Ms. Magdalena Czechońska 
Agricultural CounsellorEmbassy of the Republic of 

Poland in Beijing 

Slovak Republic Ms. Nina Chebeňová  

Slovenia Mr. Martin Gosenca 

Undersecretary  

Directorate for Food and Fisheries, Division for Food 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

 

Absent: Albania, Romania and Serbia 

 

I Call to order: at 17:00 PM by Vasil Gelev 

II Quorum:  fifteen of eighteen countries present 

III Discussion of the Annual Activities of the Association 2020 

 

 

We, the Consultative Board of the Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation between China and the CEE countries, have met online via Zoom on September 18, 

2020 in Weifang, PRC to discuss the annual activities of the Association for 2020. 

 

Mr. Vasil Gelev, Director of APACCCEEC called the Meeting to order at 17:00 pm 

Beijing Time. 

A quorum of Members was present and the Meeting, being duly convened, proceeded 

with the Agenda. 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/APACCCEEC2/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.china2ceec.org


                                                                                         
 

106, Vasil Levski Blvd. 

1527 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: +359 2 843 1040, Fax:  +359 2 843 1234 

Website: www.china2ceec.org 

Point 1: Official opening of the 9th Consultative Board Meeting of APACCCEEC and 

addresses by: 

1) Representative of MARA  

Wu Changxue, Counsellor, Department of International Cooperation, MARA, has 

expressed his congratulations to all on behalf of the Department of International Cooperation, 

MARA of China. 

Agricultural cooperation constitutes a major part of China-CEEC cooperation since 2006. 

Is the consultative efforts from the parties’ cooperation mechanism such as the APAC has 

immerged a new and constant agro-trade between China and the CEE countries has increased 

from 450 million US Dollars in 2006 to 1.4-5 billion US Dollars in 2019, average in the annual 

growth of 8.4%, in particular China’s import with annual growth of 20.1% investment with the 

cooperation of factories like Tianjin Food Group. Thanks to the APAC, China and Bulgaria 

jointly launched the first 17+1 Agricultural Cooperation Demonstration Zone in 2017 and 

established the 17+1 E-Commerce Logistic Hub and Pavilion for Agricultural and Other 

Products, both in Bulgaria and China. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been brought an effective control with the global effort. 

China and the CEE countries faced the challenges to defeat the virus, stabilize the economic 

and protect the life holds at the opening ceremony of the China-CEEC Virtual Expo for 

Premium Agro-Products. Vice Minister Zhang Taolin proposed the direction for strengthening 

the China and CEEC agricultural cooperation in the week of the COVID-19 and the today’s 

meeting expand to add specific focuses for the promotion of the pragmatically agricultural 

cooperation between China and the CEE countries. 

The cooperation between China and the CEEC release of the 2019 Summit between 

China and CEEC proclaimed that 2020 is the Year of China and CEEC Diversity Cooperation. 

To continue to implement and examine supervision, MARA has implemented activities – 

organized China-CEEC Virtual Expo for Premium Agro-Products, combined online and 

offline. MARA has enhanced the people to people exchange between China and the CEE 

countries, between young people and children. The Chinese side evolved the China-CEEC 

Exchange Program for Young Agricultural Professionals and prepared a plan for a 2020 China-

CEEC Children’s Exchange Exhibition on August 31. The Exchange Program between Young 

Agricultural Professionals was officially launched with online ceremony. MARA has 

implemented activities and invited agriculture departments of the CEE countries and this year 
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MARA collected materials for the promotional venues of the CEE countries, so China 

Agricultural Department and the CEE countries have shown the achievements to the Chinese 

audience at Kuaishou App and other big platforms. The videos at the opening Ceremony also 

reflects the active achievement of the CEE countries.  

Mr. Wu has pointed out MARA major’s tasks.  

First, MARA will strive to further enhance technological success between China and 

the CEEC for China and CEEC agricultural collaboration. 

Second, MARA will conduct a big collaboration with the CEE countries. 

APAC is a governmental organization but also promotes the participation and the 

contribution of the practical agricultural cooperation between China and the CEE countries. 

MARA is ready to work together and support APAC. The Chinese side hopes that APAC will 

pursue innovation, pragmatism and since 2020 is the Year of China and CEEC Diversity 

Cooperation, to play more important role in advanced China-CEEC Agricultural Cooperation. 

Mr. Wu wished the meeting success and good health to the delegates and participants. 

 

2) Mr. Vasil Gelev, Executive Director of APACCCEEC 

Mr. Vasil Gelev warmly welcomed the CB Members to the Ninth consecutive meeting of 

the Consultative Board of the Association for the Promotion of Agricultural Cooperation 

between China and the Central and Eastern European Countries. He expressed his happiness to 

see all of CB Members in more than a year. 

Today's meeting was supposed to be the Eleventh in a row, but in the second half of last 

year, when it was time for the Ninth meeting, the option to hold it within the 17th China 

International Agricultural Trade Fair (CATF) was discussed, due to the importance and 

significance of agricultural event of this magnitude. At the Eighth meeting, we agreed that the 

next Board meeting would be held in China, unfortunately we haven’t received a meeting’s 

confirmation. Showing our deepest respect, APAC supported and participated at the Fair, 

presenting companies from CEEC. 

The meeting of the Consultative Board, scheduled for the first half of 2020, coincided with 

the events surrounding the outbreak of the new coronavirus. It was supposed to be our Tenth 

consecutive meeting then.  

That is why his joy of seeing all CB Members today is threefold. With gratitude to the 

Chinese partners for organizing the meeting, he welcomed, albeit virtually, to Weifang, China. 
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He announced the opening of the Ninth Meeting of the Consultative Board and moved on 

to Point 2 of the Agenda where he briefly present what the Association has done in 2019 and 

the opportunities for 2020. 

 

Point 2: Report on APAC’s work in 2019 and work plan for 2020 by Mr. Vasil Gelev, 

Executive Director of APACCCEEC  

 

 3RD INTERNATIONAL TEA EXHIBITION | MAY 15 – 19, 2019 | HANGZHOU, CHINA 

   

The 3rd International Tea Exhibition was held from May 15 – 19, 2019, at the 

International Exhibition Center, Hangzhou, within the framework of the 4th Meeting of 

Ministers of China and the CEE countries, followed by the 8th Meeting of the APACCCEEC 

Consultative Board and the 14th Forum on Agro-Trade and Economic Cooperation between 

China and Central and Eastern Europe. The exhibition offered a 200 square meter booth for the 

17 CEE countries, with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) as organizer of 

the event and providing the necessary support for those who applied. 

The Tea Expo aims to stimulate trade in tea and coffee, create opportunities for 

collaboration and enhance international technological and cultural exchanges between the tea 

and coffee industries. It was attended by about 500 companies producing tea, coffee and instant 

drinks and was visited by between 5,000 and 20,000 people. 

At the Third International Tea Exhibition in Hangzhou, held from May 15-19, 2019, 

APACCCEEC presented ten Bulgarian tea and beverage companies. 
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 ZORNITZA COMPANY EOOD. – specialized in the production of cosmetics with rose 

water and oil, rose and lavender flowers tea 

 HBH-HERBS FOR BEAUTY AND HEALTH LTD. – specialized in the production of 

herbal teas. 

 NEW TRADE LTD. – the company specializes in the production of soft, carbonated 

and energy drinks 

 SSB MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT LTD. – the production of food 

supplements, teas, beverages and cosmetics. 

 BENCOMMERS LTD. – specialized in the production of soft drinks 

 BUZZZ DRINKS LTD. – specialized in the production of beverages (colour syrup and 

elderberry). 

 RIM GROUP CO LTD. – the company specializes in the production and marketing of 

premium Bulgarian rose foods. 

 FORTUNA BULGARIA LTD. – specialized in the production of herbal teas 

 NV HEALTH LTD produces Mursal tea (Sideritis scardica) in the Rhodopes Mountain, 

Bulgaria. The company can provide about 250 kg of dry product. 

 

For the first time in the homeland of green and black tea came Mursal tea, Bulgarian 

dandelion, rosehip, linden, chamomile, sumac, sword, thyme, tagetis flores, as well as the well-

known lavender and the undeniable with its glory rose. The favourite herb for the Expo guests, 

every day, from 9:00 to 17:00, when the exhibition closed, though difficult, because of the 

enormous interest, was the native Mursal tea. Four of the companies that provided samples of 

their products to the Association had included in their exhibits the symbol of male power across 

our latitudes. Attracted by the beautiful and fragrant evergreen stems of the plant, boxes of 
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Mursal tea were a magnet for the visitors. Mursal tea was tasted by the Minister of Agriculture 

and Rural Affairs of the People’s Republic of China Han Changfu, the Deputy Minister of 

Agriculture Qu Dongyu (currently Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization, 

FAO), and the official guests from CEE. 

 

 1ST CHINA – CEEC EXPO & INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER GOODS FAIR | JUNE 8 – 

12, 2019 | NINGBO, CHINA 

 

Samples of Bulgarian agricultural producers participated in The 1st China-CEEC Expo & 

International Consumer Goods Fair, held from June 8 to June 12 in Ningbo, PRC in Hall №5.  

In connection with the initiative of the Association for the Promotion of Agricultural 

Cooperation between China and the Central and Eastern European Countries (APACCCEEC) 

to collect samples from Bulgarian producers for participation in the 1st China – CEEC EXPO 

and the International Consumer Goods Fair, 14 Bulgarian companies producing tea, food and 

beverages participated in the exhibition, as well as the well-known lavender, the indisputable 

with its glory rose, cosmetic products with rose oil and saffron, natural oils, sunflower oil and 

peeled sunflower seeds, einkorn vegan sticks, wine and a variety of soft drinks. 

1. ALEKS 1977 LTD. – the company specializes in the production of cosmetics with snail 

extract 

2. ZORNITZA COMPANY EOOD. – specialized in the production of cosmetics with rose 

water and oil. 

3. HEALTHY OILS LTD. – specialized in the production of 100% natural essential cold-

pressed oils and scrubs. 

4. ACTIV PROTECT COSMETICS LTD. – specialized in the production of cosmetics. 

file:///C:/Users/APACCCEEC2/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.china2ceec.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_and_Agriculture_Organization


                                                                                         
 

106, Vasil Levski Blvd. 

1527 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: +359 2 843 1040, Fax:  +359 2 843 1234 

Website: www.china2ceec.org 

5. ZK UNINSTVO – The agricultural cooperative is specialized in the production of 

peeled sunflower and sunflower oil and many more agricultural crops. 

6. VM PRO SYNERGY LTD. – specialized in the production of spruce salts. 

7. HBH-HERBS FOR BEAUTY AND HEALTH LTD. – specialized in the production of 

herbal teas. 

8. NEW TRADE LTD. – The company specializes in the production of soft, carbonated 

and energy drinks 

9. SSB MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT LTD. – the production of food 

supplements, teas, beverages and cosmetics. 

10. BENCOMMERS LTD. – specialized in the production of soft drinks 

11. BUZZZ DRINKS LTD. – specialized in the production of beverages (color syrup and 

elderberry). 

12. RIM GROUP CO LTD. – the company specializes in the production and marketing of 

premium Bulgarian rose foods. 

13. FORTUNA BULGARIA LTD. – specialized in the production of herbal teas 

14. NV HEALTH LTD produces Mursal tea (Sideritis scardica) in the Rhodopes Mountain, 

Bulgaria. The company can provide about 250 kg of dry product. 

 

Vasil Gelev, Executive Director of APACCCEEC, held a series of B2B meetings with 

Chinese distributors, buyers, representatives of large food chains, supermarkets and platforms 

interested in Bulgarian products. A number of contacts and new opportunities for native 

producers were created. 

file:///C:/Users/APACCCEEC2/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.china2ceec.org


                                                                                         
 

106, Vasil Levski Blvd. 

1527 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: +359 2 843 1040, Fax:  +359 2 843 1234 

Website: www.china2ceec.org 

After the end of the Expo, samples of the products of the Bulgarian companies were 

displayed in the 17+1 Pavilion at the APACCCEEC Liaison Office located in China (Ningbo) 

– Central and Eastern European Countries Youth Innovation Center. 

Within the five days of the exhibition were presented products made by students of 

Agricultural Economics at the Agricultural University – Plovdiv. The young entrepreneurs 

developed a project to create their own product. The Association provided them with literature 

on entrepreneurship, management, and e-commerce. They were provided with wide variety of 

packaging and boxes from China. It was up to them to decide and visualize a product which 

can meet all the requirements of the Chinese consumer. The students, under the guidance of 

Vasil Gelev and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Svetla Yancheva, are also preparing a marketing strategy for 

the product they have created, which will also be available on the APACCCEEC electronic 

platform. 

 

 JOINT PARTICIPATION OF APACCCEEC AND BSMEPA IN THE 1ST CHINA-CEEC 

EXPO & INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER GOODS FAIR | JUNE 8 – 12, 2019 | NINGBO, 

CHINA 

 

In connection with the signed agreement between APACCCEC and the Bulgarian Small 

and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency (BSMEPA) in early April 2019, on joint 

participation in the 1st China-CEEC Expo & International Consumer Goods Fair, APACCCEC 

participated with a free stand, self-contained and standard equipped, in Hall №8 of the 

International Expo Center – Ningbo. 

In order to promote the trade relations in the agricultural sector between China and the CEE 

countries, as well as to support the Bulgarian business community, APACCCEC paid to a 
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transport company selected by the Association the transport costs for samples up to 50 kg for 

each company approved by BSMEPA.  

After the end of the Expo, samples of the products of the Bulgarian companies were 

displayed in the 17+1 Pavilion at the APACCCEEC Liaison Office located in China (Ningbo) 

– Central and Eastern European Countries Youth Innovation Center. 

 

 2ND INTERNATIONAL IMPORT EXPO | NOVEMBER 5 – 10, 2019 | SHANGHAI, CHINA 

 

APACCCEEC took joint participation with the Free Trade Zone of Ningbo in the 2nd 

International Import Expo, which took place from November 5 to 10, 2019 in Shanghai. More 

than 50 CEE companies were represented at the booth, 18 of them were Bulgarian (most of 

them presented at the 3rd International Tea Exhibition in Hangzhou and 1st China – CEE Expo 

in Ningbo, held earlier in 2019). The main products introduced to Chinese importers, 

distributors and consumers were: confectionery, beverages, wine, canned fruits, oil, saffron, 

snacks, cosmetics, tea, food additives and more. 

It is important to note that the Association received official invitations to participate in 

the exhibitions in Shanghai and Nanchang at the last possible for registration moment. The 

time to import samples into China was too short and therefore impossible. The adequate 

reaction of APACCCEEC and the presentation of products from CEE became possible thanks 

to the already imported samples, located in the 17+1 Pavilion at the Liaison office of the 

Association in Ningbo. APACCCEEC organized the transportation of the samples first to the 

exhibition in Shanghai, and later in November, the samples were presented at the exhibition in 

Nanchang. That is why the role of samples in the exhibition 17+1 Pavilion is so important, 

especially now, in the complicated epidemic situation. That is why the Association is planning 

a 2020/2021 Samples Campaign.  
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The spectacular fair, set up at the initiative of Chinese President Xi Jinping, is aimed 

entirely at manufacturers and exporters of goods from around the world. For the second time, 

the Shanghai EXPO seeked to strike a balance in China’s international trade. Visitors saw the 

latest achievements of high-tech industrial equipment, consumer electronics and appliances, 

cars, clothing, accessories and consumer goods, food and agricultural products, medical 

technology and healthcare, emerging technologies, service outsourcing, creative design, culture 

and education, tourism, logistics services. 

Following the conclusion of the 2nd International Import Expo in Shanghai, the samples 

were transported and exhibited at the 17th China International Agricultural Trade Fair (CATF) 

in Nanchang, Jiangxi Province from 15-18 November 2019, after which they were transported 

to the permanent exhibition of the 17+1 Pavilion at the Liaison Office of APACCCEEC in 

Ningbo. 

 

 17TH CHINA INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL TRADE FAIR (CATF) | NOVEMBER 

15 TO 18, 2019 | NANCHANG, JIANGXI, CHINA  

 

The organizers from the Agricultural Trade Promotion Center and Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs of PRC provided to APACCCEEC free of charge fully furnished 

and decorated exhibition space. 

The exhibition sponsored and organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Affairs of China and the local government of Jiangxi Province was hold at the International 

Expo Center – Nanchang. The exhibition area of over 140,000 m2 and the usual over 400,000 

visitors make it the most influential agricultural trade fair. More than 50,000 agricultural 
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product managers and wholesalers from Russia, Chile, Kazakhstan, India, USA, India, Turkey, 

Australia, Indonesia and China were among the visitors. 

 

 

 UPDATED OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF APACCCEEC  

The Association’s operation as an information link between China and CEE countries, a 

platform was set up for cooperation contacts, database exchange and establishment of a contact 

network between Chinese institutions, organizations and enterprises and their counterparts in 

the 17 CEE countries, for facilitating business contacts, exchange of information and other 

matters of mutual interest. The official website of the Association /www.china2ceec.org/ 

provides a single database and is an efficient tool for searching and finding up-to-date 

investment projects, appropriate business partners, producers and traders from all the fields of 

the agricultural sector.  

As you know, the single database is managed by the Bulgarian side and was updated in the 

first half of 2020. Each of the members of the Consultative board is more than welcome to get 

acquainted with the updated vision of the site, corresponding to the rapidly evolving 

technological possibilities. Each of you can and is recommended to be a "correspondent" of 

your own country, forwarding important information to us, which will be published on the 

official website. Thus, the followers of the site and our media partners would receive first-hand 

information about important events related to agriculture in CEE. Information that we found 

difficult to reach without your support and cooperation. 
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 HANDBOOKS “YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS” 

 

In 2019/2020, APACCCEEC developed and implemented essentially relevant, up-to-

date and detailed handbooks under the general title "Young Entrepreneurs", which are 

distributed free of charge. All collections in the series are based on the research and the 

experience of the Association, and aim to motivate and prepare young people and students for 

international trade in agriculture. The following titles have been published: 

1. Handbook for Registration of a Trademark and Service Mark in China, Young 

Entrepreneurs №1 (the handbook is available only in Bulgarian) 

2. Handbook for Import of Agricultural and Other Products (Samples) into China, 

Young Entrepreneurs, №2 

3. Handbook for Cross-border E-Commerce between China and the CEE countries, 

Young Entrepreneurs №3 (the handbook is available only in Bulgarian) 

4. Handbook for WeChat E-Store, Young Entrepreneurs №4 

  

 

The handbooks can be downloaded from the following link: 

https://china2ceec.org/handbooks/?lang=en  
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 2ND CHINA-CEEC EXPO & INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER GOODS FAIR 

| JUNE 8 – 12, 2020 | NINGBO, CHINA | ONLINE 

 

APACCCEC once again joined the traditional China-CEEC & International Consumer 

Goods Fair in Ningbo. The event took place from 8 to 12 June in online format. APACCCEEC 

presented companies and products from Central and Eastern Europe during the B2B 

matchmaking meetings, held with the kind assistance of the organizers of the exhibition. The 

Chinese distributors and buyers continue to be interested in the region’s traditional essential 

oils, dairy products, wines, as well as dried fruits, confectionery and snacks, beverages and 

fresh produce. 

 

The online fair combined five main functions – online product display, online shopping, 

online mediation, online service and sales. The fair presented 18 stands, as products from the 
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countries of Central and Eastern Europe were positioned on 17 of the exhibition areas and one 

for products from all over the world. Food and beverages, basic necessities and household 

items, alcohol, cosmetics and personal care products, intelligent technology and others were 

presented to the Chinese consumers. Comprehensive information about the companies and 

products through text, images, videos, live broadcasts and others, allowed the distributors to get 

acquainted with the offered goods. 542 exhibitors and 2516 buyers registered on the virtual 

exhibition platform and over 1643 items were exhibited online. 

Cross-border e-commerce has made its way as a factor in global trade and has become a 

new driving force for the development of foreign trade, especially now, in the context of 

COVID-19.  

As the only Demonstration Zone for Economic and Trade Cooperation in China, Ningbo 

held four events during the virtual exhibition – an Online Consumer Goods Fair, series of 

bilateral business meetings for export goods, bilateral business meetings to promote e-

commerce of export goods and for cross-border e-commerce related to foreign industries, 

supporting the expansion of the internal and external market of enterprises. 

 

 EXCHANGE PROGRAM BETWEEN YOUNG AGRICULTURAL 

PROFESSIONAL IN CHINA AND CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN 

COUNTRIES | 31 AUGUST – 22 SEPTEMBER, 2020 | ONLINE 

 

The Program is held between 31 August – 22 September, 2020 and the team of 

APACCCEEC joined the lectures planned by the organizers. The online event is hosted with 

the kind assistance of the Department of International Cooperation Ministry of Agriculture and 

Rural Affairs (DIC, MARA), P. R. China and the Center of International Cooperation and 

Service, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (CICOS, MARA), PRC. 

The weekly online specialized topics are attended by professionals from the Bulgarian 

Agricultural Academy, Institute of Plant Genetic Resources, Agricultural institute – Shumen, 

Institute of Animal Science-Kostinbrod, Agricultural Institute – Stara Zagora, APACCCEEC – 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry of the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as young 

professionals from Croatia, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, North Macedonia, 

Poland and Slovenia. 
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 PINDUODUO CEEC QUALITY PAVILION | SEPTEMBER 4, 2020 | ONLINE 

 

 

On September 4th, APACCCEEC took part in the PINDUODUO CEEC Quality 

Pavilion Cooperation Briefing, which was hosted by the China-CEEC Expo Organizing 

Committee. 

China-CEEC Expo is a comprehensive exposition focusing on investment and trade 

under the cooperation framework of 17+1Initiative. Following the Belt and Road Initiative, 

China-CEEC Expo has become a significant platform for China to comprehensively strengthen 

economic and trade cooperation with CEE countries and further open up to the whole world. 

On June 8th, 2020, to expand retail channels for CEE products, CEEC Quality Pavilion 

on PINDUODUO (an ecommerce platform with registered active user of 580 million) was 

launched and a number of quality CEE products were sold online via PINDUODUO app. In 

order to serve more CEE companies willing to enter the Chinese market through e-commerce 

retail, the Expo Organizing Committee announced the PINDUODUO CEEC Quality Pavilion 

Cooperation Briefing, so that CEEC products can reach Chinese consumers easily on 

PINDUODUO. 

Companies engaged in CEE businesses and interested in settling in PINDUODUO 

CEEC QUALITY PAVILION are welcomed to get in touch with each CEEC liaison contact 

person, kindly provided by the China-CEEC Expo Organizing Committee Office: 
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Country Liaison Phone E-mail 

Albania Sandy Bian 86-574-87178191 trade3@cicgf.com 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Tu Siyuan 86-574-89387229 tsy@ningbochina.com 

Bulgaria 
Vera 

Cheng 
86-574-89387238 chengyjm@ningbochina.com 

Croatia 
Sharon 

Zheng 
86-574-89387236 zhengyq@ningbochina.com 

Czech Zheng Hui 86-574-89387231 198698@qq.com 

Estonia He Jian 86-574-89387195 hej@ningbochina.com 

Greece 
Brian 

Zhang 
86-574-87178181 trade5@ccicgf.com 

Hungary 
Vera 

Cheng 
86-574-89387238 chengyjm@ningbochina.com 

Latvia Hong Lei 86-574-89387227 hongl@ningbochina.com 

Lithuania Qian Hao 86-574-89387228 397814279@qq.com 

Montenegro Qian Hao 86-574-89387228 397814279@qq.com 

North Macedonia 
Sharon 

Zheng 
86-574-89387236 zhengyq@ningbochina.com 

Poland Sandy Bian 86-574-87178191 trade3@cicgf.com 

Romania 
Brian 

Zhang 
86-574-87178181 trade5@ccicgf.com 

Serbia Zheng Hui 86-574-89387231 198698@qq.com 

Slovakia Tu Siyuan 86-574-89387229 tsy@ningbochina.com 

Slovenia He Jian 86-574-89387195 hej@ningbochina.com 
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WORK PLAN FOR 2020 

 

  „CHINA. LICHUAN - CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC FORUM FOR SAFFRON INDUSTRY 

COOPERATION“ | OCTOBER 17 – 19, 2020 | LICHUAN. HUBEI. CHINA 

Following the mission of Rural Revitalization and the growing popularity of the saffron 

spice, the Association is striking to new possibilities and partnerships with counterparts in PRC. 

An Academic Forum for Saffron Industry Cooperation is planned to be held around October 20 

this year. Together with professors from Zhejiang University of Hangzhou, the Association will 

introduce the saffron production process in Bulgaria to the agricultural specialists from 

"Xiaoshan-Lichuan High-tech Agricultural Industrial Park". The Park is based in the city of 

Lichuan, Hubei Province. It has been proved that the climate and environmental advantages of 

Lichuan City are very suitable for the development of Saffron. In 2020, it will be further 

promoted and developed to more than 100 acres. It is planned to adopt technology Training and 

pairing assistance with farmers, breeding research and standardization, product deep 

processing, agricultural tourism cultural display activities, learning from Bulgaria’s "Rose 

Valley" and the rose industry development model and experience, cultivating and developing 

well-known brands in the health industry and tourism industry. Lichuan has become an 

internationally renowned hometown of Saffron and has achieved good economic benefits. 

During the Forum, the scolars will exchange ideas and good practices. The "China. 

Lichuan - Central and Eastern Europe International Academic Forum for Saffron Industry 

Cooperation" initiated by the People's Government of Lichuan City, Zhejiang University and 

APACCCEEC is planned to be held in Lichuan. Following the rapidly changing epidemic 

situation, if there’s no possibilities for such kind of discussions, the Forum will be held online. 

The purpose of this conference is to summarize the practical experience, build consensus, and 

explore the development path of Saffron technology and industry internationalization suitable 

for Lichuan. 

It is known that saffron grows successfully on Bulgarian territory and in recent years 

the popularity of the agricultural crops is growing significantly. Growing saffron could increase 

the competitiveness of agriculture and help increase the income of those employed in crop 

production. 
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As part of the project Demonstration Zone of Agricultural Cooperation between China 

and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, in the experimental fields of the Agricultural 

University in Plovdiv, on an area of one decare, in September 2019 were sown 500 kg. saffron 

corms, provided by the Chairman of the Bulgarian Association of Producers of Saffron and 

Organic Saffron Products. 

 The entire process of growing, collecting and processing saffron is part of the STUDENT 

PROJECT OF APACCCEEC. All saffron corms grown in the experimental field of the 

Agricultural University will be tested in their modern and precisely equiped 

laboratories. The initiative is an essential part of the work with young people, and part 

of the Demonstration Zone of Agricultural Cooperation between China and the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe - Republic of Bulgaria. 

 

 2020-2021 SAMPLES CAMPAIGN – DESCRIBED IN DETAILS IN POINT 7 

 

After Mr. Vasil Gelev’s presentation, there were remarks from Mr. Perica Ivanoski 

concerning two issues – the Demonstration Zones and are they located only in Bulgaria, as far 

as he knows and how they can be extrapolated to other CEEC and second – is there any 

information about what is the impact of the samples presentations, what is the result, is there 

information about certain quantities, contracts that have been established between China and 

the CEEC, information about the trade exchange quantities, trade deals amount. 

Mr. Gelev pointed out the continuous efforts of the Association to focus intentions on 

establishing Demonstration Zone, following the 17+1 Initiative, on the territory of PRC and to 

extrapolate the experience all over the Central and Eastern Europe. He suggested to Mr. 

Ivanoski to present a list with crops which North Macedonia is willing to grow and develop, 

crops they wish to import into China; to give an idea what are the directions you want to take 

and further establish a Demonstration Zone. He stressed the importance of the work and the 

preparation preceding the establishment as the most important for every project and it is what 

makes it successful, and finding an investor afterwards is the simple part.  

Regarding the samples and how APACCCEEC has developed the e-commerce in the past 

few years, Mr. Gelev admitted there are difficulties and obstacles in every step and widely 

explained the established by the Association infrastructure in Plovdiv, Bulgaria and in Ningbo, 

PRC. How such structures could support the CEEC companies. Mr. Gelev payed attention to 
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the positive feedback from few Bulgarian companies as well. The disappointed companies 

shouldn’t be a discouraging factor shouldn’t be taken as universally valid. As infrastructure’s 

providers, the Association’s facilities are another option and every producer can take a chance 

and try on, another way for good, safe and healthy possibility for doing business. 

Mr. Ivanoski stressed that the companies in North Macedonia are losing hope in trading 

with PRC because of the lack of a feedback, asking for analysis of the weak points in each 

activity in order to tackle the problems. 

Mr. Gelev responded with quick remark that we should not call these problems but obstacles 

and issues CEEC have to overwhelm together. The negative experience of some of the 

companies goes in parallel with the positive ones and the parties just have to continue working. 

Fully supported Mr. Ivanoski suggestions for more in-depth communications and meetings. 

 

Point 3: Exchange of views and suggestions for China-CEEC agricultural cooperation in 

the context of COVID-19  

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Representatives of Bosnia and Herzegovina didn't take the floor.  

 

Bulgaria 

The epidemic will ever end, with fewer casualties worldwide I hope. And "the effect 

and quality of CEE-China cooperation can only be jeopardized by the lack of coordination 

between countries," China's Prime Minister Li Keqiang said in a written interview with Central 

and Eastern European media. I agree with the Chinese Prime Minister and understand why the 

PRC has focused on developing different areas, given the different characteristics and needs of 

the CEE countries. "The aim is to make the most of the geographical and sectoral advantages 

of the 17 countries," Mr. Li said. 

Concerning the relations between China and the CEEC, 2019 was relatively a good year, 

considering the number of signed agreements. PRC has a different approach towards each one 

of the CEEC and vice versa – each CEEC has an individual and different approach towards 

China. 

CEE exporters, occupying new spaces, are becoming part of a gradual European and 

global reorganization of economies. On the one hand, factories in CEE are displacing, and are 
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likely to continue to displace, factories from technology leaders in certain sectors in the most 

developed European industrialized countries. At the same time, CEE countries are in fierce 

competition with each other, as they offer similar advantages. That is why the 17+1 initiative 

offers a unique opportunity for the countries in the region, part of the Initiative, to combine the 

advantages for the sake of mutually beneficial work with the PRC. 

There are numerous opportunities for cooperation in the fields of energy, agriculture, 

development of industrial zones, e-commerce, innovation and medicine. The implementation 

of projects in these areas, particularly in the field of Agriculture, will create new jobs; increase 

the standard of living in the countries and a new impetus for economic growth. Possibilities for 

the future mutual growth we find in the development of the 17+1 Demonstration Zones of 

Agricultural cooperation. The high-efficiency modern agricultural demonstration zone is a new 

development mode of Chinese agriculture, and plays a very important role in promoting 

agricultural development. Furthermore, this a project for agricultural technology cooperation 

between China and the CEE countries. 

The crisis has forced most businesses to rely mainly on e-services in order to reduce the 

risks of human contact. The abrupt change, which took less than two months, showed that such 

a transformation is not just possible, but completely realistic. It happened in a short time - 

spontaneously and without much advance planning. E-commerce, especially now, in the 

complex epidemic situation, takes precedence with its numerous possibilities. Of crucial 

importance is the experience of the entrepreneurship in rural e-commerce.  

 

China 

Mr. Zhao Lijun, Director, European and Central Asia Division, Department of 

International Cooperation, MARA. 

Due to the pandemic, all the planned activities were cancelled or changed, so the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC already made a new plan for this year, 

which will be presented in Point 4, Mr. Zhao Lijun expressed. 

 

Croatia 

Representatives of Croatia didn't take the floor.  
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Czech Republic 

Mr. Ondřej Plaček, Agricultural Attaché/ Counsellor for Agriculture, Embassy of the 

Czech Republic in PRC. 

Mr. Ondřej Plaček described the situation as troubling time for export for the Czech 

Republic to China. In the first half of 2020, Czech agro-export felt quite hard and he expressed 

his hope that it can be recovered in the second half.  

It is an opportunity for the Czech Republic to embrace new channels to promote Czech 

products in China and of course to the virtual online expos, hoping for the possibility everything 

to go back to normal as soon as possible so the people will be able to start meeting each other 

face to face, to resume normal business relationships. 

Czech Republic always does put great emphasis to the issue of food safety, especially 

in times of COVID-19 pandemics. Czech enterprises have been informed by WHO, FAO and 

provided with guidelines, and they are well aware of the measures they have to take in case of 

infection among their employees. The Czech Republic already discussed these problems with 

GACC and as many other countries held video conferences, which led to satisfaction from both 

sides.  

In order to prevent the further damage in the international trade, Mr. Ondřej Plaček 

stressed that everyone should adhere to principals of transparency and scientific approach. 

 

Estonia 

Mrs. Hanna Turetski-Toomik, Head of International Cooperation Department, Ministry 

of Rural Affairs of the Republic of Estonia thanked the organizers for giving the possibility to 

meet virtually in such circumstances.  

The situation within the past six months has not been easy, not for everyone, Mrs. 

Turetski-Toomik has stressed. There have been several challenges, especially related to 

cancellation of high-level meetings and visits on both sides, which were planned. High-level 

contacts and meetings have definitely an important role in diplomacy for keeping dialogue and 

for better understanding of each other. At the same time, the Estonian side is pleased that the 

trade with China has remain stable during the COVID-19 period. One of the Estonian drinking 

water producing companies had important online negotiations, and they have signed a contract 

with Chinese partner which she considers a big success Estonia.  

Concerning the proposals, here’s to use more virtual platforms for organizing more 
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meetings and moreover for signing protocols, which are essential for export to China. Estonia 

fully supports North Macedonia’s idea to have more analytical work, to have more discussions 

on specific topics. Concerning sending samples from Estonia, many companies have reacted to 

the proposal and they are ready to send their products samples to showrooms, in order to present 

them to different exhibitions and have chances to be shown to the Chinese consumers.  

Mrs. Turetski-Toomik has rose a question – to which fairs the samples will go and also, 

who’ll control and monitor those exhibitions.  

Mrs. Yovka Yaneva, APACCCEEC’s Expert and temporary Chair and mediator of the 

Meeting has replied with examples about the Association’s activities from last year 

participations at different exhibitions on the territory of PRC. Mrs. Yaneva presented the 

experts work during the fairs such as presentations of the products, controlling the expiry dates, 

controlling everything on the spot. She explained the process if there are some interested people 

or traders coming to the Expo and asking for products samples, the APACCCEEC next step is 

to directly contact the company and ask for their permission to provide samples to the interested 

trader. If they agree, then the experts proceed by providing the samples and establishing a direct 

contact between the company and the trader, so the following negotiations they can conduct 

with each other. 

Mrs. Turetski-Toomik has proposed to make a plan for 2021 during the remaining 

months of this year. 

 

Greece 

Mrs. Ioulia Drossinou, Head of International Affairs Department Directorate of 

Agricultural Policy, Documentation & International Affairs Ministry of Rural Development & 

Food with two colleagues from the Department of International Affairs – Mr. Mikhalis 

Kastanyas and Ms. Angeliki Khronopolu. 

Mrs. Ioulia Drossinou extended the Hellenic Republic views on the COVID-19 

pandemic and that it has placed unforeseen stresses on food supply chain, transport and 

logistics, as well as unpredictable shifts on demand. Greece, during this difficult period, 

experiencing security and insecurity for agricultural products, and lockdown for some 

operations etc., has successfully maintain the agricultural process active and smooth operation 

for the supply chain. At the same time, the help from the government ensure and secure the 

farmers, their ability and the continuation of their business. The COVID-19 pandemic has hit 
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economic activities worldwide, facing a challenging situation prioritized by different 

authorities, exporters, transport operations and consumers alike.  

Where most of the Greece partners entered recession, Greek Food expos were a positive 

exception. Food & Beverage expos in the trade with EU and USA have risen sharply in the first 

5 months of 2020. Greece is the only EU country with higher export of food orders during the 

COVID-19 period by around 10% in comparison with same 5 months’ period of 2019, even the 

expos have go down slightly due to the pandemic. It appeared that the most competitive Greek 

food enterprises took advantage of disruption of the global supply chain shortages, created by 

export restrictions in several countries to increase export of specific products but also by 

adopting efficient startups like targeting to developed markets, selling of branded products, 

achieving adequate volumes and being competitive.  

While the impact of COVID-19 is still unfolding, experience so far shows the 

importance of exchanging information timely and of collaboration among countries like the 

members of the 17+1 Initiative for an open and predictable trade environment. Incomplete and 

insufficient information creates uncertainty and ineffective trade.  

 

Hungary 

Mr. Péter Király, Head of Unit for Eastern Relations, Department of International 

Relations, Ministry of Agriculture. 

Hungary’s experienced numerous organizations, exhibitions, professional workshops 

being postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Péter Király described as a great 

opportunity even online to conduct the CBM meeting and be able to discuss the possibilities 

and the Hungarian views of cooperation between China and the CEE countries in the framework 

of the Association as well as the 17+1 format.  

The experience of the last couple of months it’s a possibility for agriculture; food supply 

chain and food safety has been more emphasized and become more significant issues, Mr. Péter 

Király stressed out. It is a responsibility to work together for the CEE countries and to find the 

possibilities and new opportunities within the COVID-19 challenge. Problems such as logistics, 

suppliers and the closed borders in the last couple of months led to the conclusion that the CEE 

region, and for instance Hungary, are really good partners in agriculture and food trade and able 

to do an export overcome border challenges. In Hungary, in China, there are industries for 

instance the hospitality that has been heavily hit by the pandemic. It means that forms of 
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agricultural food trade, e-commerce, food delivery, have been raising. Mr. Péter Király sees the 

Association’s possibilities for discussions on topics like e-commerce and agricultural trade in 

the last couple of years and the new impetus for collaboration.  

Mr. Péter Király pointed there are other possibilities such as research, development and 

education and expressed his satisfaction that in the last couple of months there’s a new 

cooperation, regarding an exchange program for young agricultural entrepreneurs as well as the 

possibility to increase collaboration in the field of agricultural research. Hungary is looking 

forward these chances and would like to see more tasks between the members of the CEEC and 

other formats. The CEEC should not concentrate only in trade but look for options regarding 

research and development programs, as well as other possibilities for educational cooperation.  

 

Latvia 

Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Briede, Deputy Director, Market and Direct Support Department, 

Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Briede stressed on the importance of being in touch in such 

difficult times.  

The situation with COVID-19 pandemic is still part of our lives and we must remain 

extremely cautious and monitor the development in the internal market as well as the markets 

closely, Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Bried said. The disease is still around and trade flows and the 

amount for food are yet far from full recovery. The experience of Latvia shows that difficulties 

and market disturbances during COVID-19 pandemic occurred in terms of free movements of 

workers, trade, perishable goods, supply of packaging materials and cross-border trade 

formalities. The effort should be therefor to restore and improve the functioning of these chains.  

The main concern of Latvia for the whole period of the pandemic is the maintenance of 

export capacity, especially for milk, beef and pork meet sectors in case of losing export 

capability, the whole production chain will suffer. Therefor rapid and timely exchange of 

information and boarding crossing restriction and prohibition is crucial in this situation. In this 

context Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Bried used the opportunity and emphasized on the good 

cooperation with the General Administration of Customs of China as this year Latvia received 

permission to export honey and honey products into China.  

The potential of e-commerce and virtual exhibitions should be used and the Consultative 

Board should use the full potential of the format, for example by ensuring timely rapid 
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information and exchange between the member’s states, Mrs. Ilona Mežiniece-Bried stressed 

out. 

Changing habits and usual practices is one of the positive effects of the pandemic. 

Therefor Latvia considers the virtual opportunities and digital solutions should be continuously 

used for meetings and exchanges of views, as well as for other activities of the format.  

 

Lithuania 

Mrs. Greta Karaliūtė, Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania. 

The Corona virus has changed the way of cooperation a lot. Therefor Lithuania 

appreciates China’s initiative to introduce agricultural products online in front of the Chinese 

audience, Mrs. Greta Karaliūtė said and added that at this moment, it’s time to promote 

cooperation and awareness of Central and Eastern European countries products in China.  

Since it’s very hard to present agricultural products during international exhibitions, 

Lithuania therefor suggests creating a Pavilion of CEEC online trading platform and 

periodically organize events with live-streaming, where Lithuanian products can meet the 

Chinese consumers.  

Mrs. Greta Karaliūtė stressed out that in order to make the operation more efficient, as 

the Lithuanian side previously mentioned, we the Consultative Board has to intensify the real 

work between the formal meetings and expressed her regret, that the plans to work together on 

important issues such as identification of certain import requirements and sharing information, 

are not implemented as agreed at the last meeting. Exchange of such activities and information 

is crucial for securing and facilitating our countries exports to China. Understanding the current 

situation with COVID, it’s possible to work on relevant issues successfully online, Mrs. Greta 

Karaliūtė added. 

 

North Macedonia 

Mr. Perica Ivanoski, State Counselor for Agriculture Policy Analysis, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy. 

Mr. Perica Ivanoski emphasized the restriction in the movement through the borders has 

affected the trade of some of the exported products – lamb meat, vegetables etc., the production 

routine of the farmers of many agricultural sectors, but as the crisis has developed the 

government of North Macedonia and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy 
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took very serious actions in order to meet the needs. There were new procedures for the farmers 

performing their activities and establishing green corridors with the countries in the region, in 

order to reach the traditional markets and to look for alternative markets for some of the affected 

products, compensations for the lost income etc. 

Mr. Perica Ivanoski described the situation like not that difficult in general but still 

certain products were heavily affected by the crisis, basically the higher value goods such as 

North Macedonian wine. The wine is the second important export product in the country – some 

wineries existence, some 30 000 farmers using grape, are directly linked to the sector so for 

them the impact of the crisis was dramatic with 80% reduction of the volume of domestic traded 

goods, 40% reduction of the price at the foreign markets. The wine stocks have increased to 60 

million liters, double comparing to 2019, leading to a danger for this year’s grape harvest and 

the 30 000 farmers involved in the wine production.  

Trying to turn the negative effect into a good opportunity for the mutual cooperation 

with China, the North Macedonian Ministry have initiated negotiations with the Chinese 

authorities, looking for support for the more intensive export of North Macedonian wines on 

the Chinese market in order to give a hand to overcome the problems. From July 10 and 17th of 

August there were two attempts to contact the Chinese Embassy. Unfortunately, there was no 

answer so far. On 7th of September there was a meeting between the Deputy Director of the 

Center for Agriculture and Trade Promotion at the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture with North 

Macedonian representatives from the North Macedonian Embassy in Beijing. The issue was 

raised again during the meeting with no feedback as for this moment. In order to tackle the 

problem and ask for support the Chinese wine importers and support the North Macedonian 

exporters, the Ministry will send a letter to the Chinese Minister of Agriculture. 

The second initiative planned is through the Chinese Embassy in North Macedonia – to 

initiate bilateral technical systems project, which will be funded by the Chinese side and co-

funded by both sides, in order to introduce the electronic trade platforms and other supply 

techniques, trying to involve the farmers in using such and those techniques are widely used in 

China.  

In regards to other cooperation, initiated by the Chinese side in order North Macedonia 

to present videos of their agriculture, promotional materials and pictures, texts about the 

domestic production, Mr. Perica Ivanoski admires the initiative but has no information where 

these activities were held at the moment.  
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Lastly Mr. Perica Ivanoski has expressed his gratitude to the organizers of the Online 

Exchange Program for Young Agricultural Professionals, finding it very useful. 

 

Montenegro 

Mr. Darko Konjević, Director General, Directorate for Rural Development, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development of Montenegro. 

Mr. Darko Konjević thanked to the Secretariat of the Association for the opportunity to 

have online meeting of the Association, finding it a good way of exchanging information 

regarding the 17+1 cooperation between China and CEE.  

He has joined his colleagues from the other countries, sharing that the situation in 

Montenegro is more or less similar regarding the pandemic of COVID-19 and some sectors are 

hit more than others. The Agriculture in Montenegro though was nor hit as badly as the tourism 

sector, as Montenegrin tourism is forming ¼ of the GDP, which also affects the amount of the 

produced agricultural products. In the area of Agriculture, since Montenegro is food 

independent country, the situation with closing the borders has initiated more interesting 

activities, involving timely and adequate response from the government towards the agricultural 

producers. The wine and wine producers, since the major consumers of our wines are tourists, 

were affected as the tourism sector has dropped down with 80% in 2020. In terms of exporting 

agricultural products to China, the trade it’s not growing but remains stable.  

Basically Montenegro is having one of the smallest economies within the 17 countries 

and this is one the chances for communication and speeding up the procedure – facing a new 

reality of virtual meetings, virtual trade etc. and as soon as Montenegro get used to it, it’ll not 

be so challengeable as now, Mr. Darko Konjević expressed. Montenegro is ready to develop 

and trade with the rest of the countries in order to exchange goods and services. He concluded 

that the pandemic situation has shown all the weaknesses and it is time to improve and invest 

more in the new ideas. 

 

Poland 

Ms. Magdalena Czechońska, Agricultural Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of 

Poland in Beijing. 

The Corona virus outbreak in Poland and around the globe is having and will have 

consequences that will last in a long distance perspective, Ms. Magdalena Czechońska shared. 
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Global economies have been affected and there is a spectrum of recession in many countries. 

COVID-19 is having and will have its impact in agriculture and agri-food safety and on the 

whole food supply chain, on producers, food industries, trade and consumers as well. 

In the food industry there are sectors which meet high demand such as growths, rice, 

pastas, canned food and also heavily affected ones, like HoReCa markets.  

The Polish side considers a further development of cooperation in science and research, 

concerning agriculture and rural areas, exchanges of experts and scientists in the following 

areas: innovation and innovative solutions and technologies in agri-food sector; digitalization 

of agriculture; smart farming and digitalization of the sales of agricultural products; data; food 

systems food quality and food safety; bio economy and agro ecology; sustainable natural 

resource management; adaptation to climate change and with joint efforts to minimize the effect 

of COVID-19 in Polish and global economy and trade.  

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development in Poland supervises 10 research 

institutions with high research profile and facilities, that are willing to cooperate. 

Ms. Magdalena Czechońska proposed more efficient exchange of information between 

the 17 countries and China that will allow an effective response and ensure the supply of agri-

food products to countries with shortages. 

 

Slovak Republic 

Nina Chebeňová, Chief State Counsellor, Foreign Coordination Department Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development, Slovak Republic – views and suggestions via email:  

(due to technical difficulties while the ongoing meeting) 

„In connection with COVID-19 pandemic, the Slovak Republic also perceives more 

difficult access of food products to the Chinese market. The pandemic has disrupted the 

logistics of food supplies from local producers to more distant markets, and this has also led to 

a decline in mutual trade. For new food companies looking for partners in the Chinese market, 

this situation is more complicated despite the fact that they had the opportunity to present 

themselves at online exhibitions.  

The Slovak Republic pays great attention to food safety. At the beginning of the 

pandemic, Slovakia issued guidelines concerning animal breeders and also food companies that 

produce and process food. These measures were aimed at preventing the spread of the virus in 

these enterprises.  
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During the video conference with the General Administration of Customs of the 

People's Republic of China (GACC) we discussed all the key issues related to the current 

situation. At the same time, we would welcome the acceleration of the GACC certification 

process and the signing of protocols, the drafts of which are ready and waiting for 

the signature." 

 

Slovenia 

Mr. Martin Gosenca, Undersecretary, Directorate for Food and Fisheries, Division for 

Food, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food. 

Mr. Martin Gosenca spoke about the trade with agricultural products between Slovenia 

and China and pointed out that during the first half of 2020, compared to the first half of 2019, 

Slovenia managed to export only 60% of the volume of agricultural products, in the other hand 

only 58% of the import from China of agricultural products and this is quite a significant 

decline, especially in the export of wine, milk and hops, used in the production of beer and one 

of the most important Slovenian products imported into China. Slovenia has noticed huge 

decline in the first half of 2020. Mr. Martin Gosenca expressed his desire that in the second half 

of the year the situation will improve and Slovenia could accelerate their trade with agricultural 

products.  

Last year Slovenian wine producers attended wine fair in November in China and there 

was a plan to attend this year edition too. Facing the difficulties of being present physically, 

Slovenia organized their presentation with the help of Chinese companies, who invited their 

country for this year’s edition in China. They are planning to present Slovenian wines and food 

products at the China International Import Expo with the assistance of the same companies. Mr. 

Martin Gosenca believes that presentations at the fairs is important and it is another possibility 

to present products with an eye to eye contact. 

Proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 2014 the protection of 

honeybees in the long run was achieved, thanks to the proposal of the Republic of Slovenia. 

Slovenia is looking for even better results through international cooperation by exchanging 

know-hows and other activities between the countries in the field of agriculture.  

Mr. Martin Gosenca stressed on the income of the farmers and its importance, especially 

to the small farmers, to the job providers of millions of people.  

Next month Slovenia will be presented to the Agricultural Association of China which 
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works for the Agricultural Academy of Science in Beijing. 

 

Point 4: Introduction of activities for celebrating the Year of China-CEEC Agricultural 

Diversity Cooperation by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China.  

The introduction was presented by Mr. Zhao Lijun, Director, European and Central Asia 

Division, Department of International Cooperation, MARA. 

a) China-CEEC Virtual Expo for Premium Agro-products | September 17-18, 2020 

| Weifang, China 

Mr. Zhao Lijun has started with the first point of the Plan – to hold the China-CEEC Virtual 

Expo for Premium Agri-Products, launched on September 18. The Expo is co-sponsored by 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was very successful, 

expressed his joy Mr. Zhao. The Vice Minister of MARA visited the event and almost all the 

17 CEE countries made contribution to the Expo. Ambassadors from Bulgaria, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and almost 100 CEEC companies entered the online event. 11 diplomats have 

participated in the live-streaming promotion, which has attracted 6 million visitors. 

Mr. Zhao Lijun continued with the organization methods – traditional and modern methods 

including onsite exhibition and also virtual exhibition, live-streaming promotion, seminars and 

many other activities; the Kuaishou application, similar to TikTok, Mr. Zhao described as a top 

app in China, displaying in real time the CEE products.  

b) Exchange Program between Young Agricultural Professionals in China and 

CEECs | August 31 – September 22, 2020 | Online  

The second point of Mr. Zhao Lijun’s introduction was the 17+1 Online Communication 

between Young Agricultural Professionals from China and CEEC Communication Program. In 

order to enrich cultural exchange between CEEC and China and to promote mutual 

understanding of young talents in the field of Agriculture and to build a solid foundation for 

cooperation in future, MARA created such program in 2020. Due to the pandemic, the Program 

contains two parts – online and offline models. This month is the online one – 38 young talents 

from 10 countries participated in this online Program, sharing their views on smart agriculture, 

e-commerce etc. After the situation improves, China will sponsor some of the participants to 

visit PRC for field visits. MARA hopes through this kind of program to strengthen mutual 

understanding and build relations between young professionals of 17+1. This Program will be 

definitely a success, because they already established such programs with EU and Germany, 
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Mr. Zhao Lijun enclosed. The youth needs to be encouraged to return to the rural areas to find 

their common interest and concerns. 

c) China-CEEC Agricultural Research Collaboration Network (NARC)  

The third point was the China-CEEC Agricultural Research Collaboration Network, 

proposed to build open and flexible, pragmatic partnership, providing more opportunities for 

exchange and cooperation between China and CEEC, between agricultural scientist and 

institutions. The Network will focus on plants, animal disease, crop agricultural facilities and 

many more. MARA is encouraging all CEEC to invite their top agricultural research institutions 

to join the initiative on a voluntarily basis. It’s not a governmental mechanism, it’s for scientists 

and MARA hopes they could join this Program. The Chinese Academy of Agriculture Science, 

the Chinese Agricultural University, which are top institutions worldwide, were invited to join 

the Project.  

Mr. Zhao Lijun finished his presentation, reminding 2020 is the Year of Agricultural 

Diversity and informed that MARA will give an official explanation and concept note through 

the embassies in Beijing to the CEE countries. 

 

Point 5: Introduction of recent progress and future plans of the “17+1 E-Commerce 

Logistics Hub and Pavilion for Agricultural and other products” – Yantian Port, 

Shenzhen, PRC by representatives from Yantian. 

Mrs. Pauline Chn, Director of Yantian Port 17+1 Pavilion Project, Yantian Port, 

Shenzhen, PRC. 

Mrs. Pauline Chan opened up her presentation with a reminder of the beginning of the 

Yantian Port 17+1 Pavilion. The Pavilion opened on November 8th, 2018 and welcomed more 

than 260 visitors from other countries and provinces of China, most of them wholesalers and 

distributors. 

Mrs. Pauline Chan ask for the help of the CEEC’s to continue the partnership and to 

recommend good products. Yantian Port aims to build a cooperation trading platform for 

factories from CEEC and Chinese wholesalers – featured products from CEEC and mostly 

agricultural products like wine, honey, dairy, olive oil, beer, etc. There is much competition in 

the promotion of such products in China. Considering these facts and based on the Port’s 

resources, the focus in 2019 is on agricultural products, especially frozen poultry products. We 

achieved nearly 40 million yuan in 2019. 
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This year a cold chain project separates itself from the Pavilion project. Fostering the 

project is one of the Port’s successes, added Mrs. Chan.   

In 2020 the human beings encountered big challenge and Yantian Port has launched 

Yantian import app and mini program in May and June in order to boost the trade. 17+1 Pavilion 

is also put online.  

YP welcomes more and more products from CEEC to be added to their app shop. Online 

YP has managed to start business – distributors send goods from their warehouse by express, 

according to the online orders. Distributors of CEEC in China can display their products in the 

YP Pavilion and app.  

Mrs. Pauline Chan called on those present to support the YP initiatives and bring more 

hot sales products together. Besides relying on the Port’s shipping lines, warehouse and 

logistics capability, YP can help bringing green park agricultural products from CEEC into 

China, Ms. Chan assured. 

 

Point 6: Estonia, with the support of the Czech Republic, would like to propose the 

following topic for discussion: “State of play of bilateral trade in agricultural goods and 

food safety protocols to be signed with the General Administration of Customs of the 

People's Republic of China (GACC)”. 

 

Mrs. Hanna Turetski-Toomik, Estonia 

This question is written by the Estonian Minister of Agriculture and it’s really important 

for the Ministry and the Estonian companies, Mrs. Hanna Turetski-Toomik has pointed out. 

The Estonian companies are really interested in the Chinese market with assumption for 

trade by signing the food safety bilateral protocols. Due to the COVID-19 situation, several 

important bilateral meetings and visits have been cancelled, it means the signing of the 

protocols didn’t happen.  

At the moment Estonia has two protocols on the table, which are waiting for signatures 

from both sides Ministers. The Chinese Minister of Agriculture and the Chinese Custom’s 

authorities have a very good cooperation and together, it is definitely possible to find a solution 

to this important question, Mrs. Hanna Turetski-Toomik expressed.  

Estonia is proposing a high-level virtual meeting where the protocols to be signed, in 

order to help the agricultural sector in Estonia and the Chinese consumer possibility to benefit 

file:///C:/Users/APACCCEEC2/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.china2ceec.org


                                                                                         
 

106, Vasil Levski Blvd. 

1527 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: +359 2 843 1040, Fax:  +359 2 843 1234 

Website: www.china2ceec.org 

from both countries’ effort. The proposal has been presented to the Chinese Ambassador of 

PRC in Estonia this week.  Mrs. Hanna Turetski-Toomik hopes this format and the colleagues 

in China will be supportive and Estonia will have the possibility in the near future to pursue 

with this idea.  

 

Mrs. Magdalena Czechonska, Poland: 

Poland hopes for the support of the Chinese side as well as APACCCEEC support in 

terms of intensifying works on ongoing procedures. Poland obtained as a bird-flew free status 

and the country hopes they could result in exporting poultry meet to China. 

Mrs. Magdalena Czechonska appealed for more support from the Chinese side and 

APACCCEEC. 

 

Mr. Ondrej Placek, Czech Republic: 

Mr. Ondrej Placek stressed that if discussing a future of cooperation in Agriculture 

between China and the CEEC, then we have to talk about the market access and all certifications 

procedures. Poland also has multiple procedures and certifications waiting to be finalized so 

the export can be possible. In this respect, Czech Republic suggests GACC, who’s responsible 

for this agenda, to be in some way invited to put on their comments and be part of the discussion. 

It would be much more beneficial if GACC is more flexible regarding the procedures and to be 

willing to provide more timeframes, because of those issues importance. 

 

Mr. Martin Gosenca, Slovenia: 

Slovenia has received some licenses for food products to be exported to China but in 

the other hand still waiting for the license for honey, started in 2015 being very close to finalize 

it, Mr. Martin Gosenca pointed out. 

 Slovenia open a procedure for poultry meat and poultry products, pork meat and pork 

meat products. GACC, is very much involved in the safety trade with other agricultural 

products, ready to be imported into China, Mr. Gosenca added and kindly asked the Customs 

authority to accelerate the process with the procedures that has been already started. 
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Mr. Zhao Lijun, PRC 

Mr. Zhao Lijun briefly made few remarks and reflections on the comments of the 

Consultative Board members, stressing on how all sides of the discussion need to strengthen 

the relations and sustain the cooperation, finding the importance of the the need to organize 

events and all other kinds of cooperative activities, after the situation allows and things go back 

to normal. That is the first step. 

The second one, Mr. Zhao Lijun pointed out is the need of creating a new innovative 

way of cooperation, make efforts for developing a new model of the cooperation, such as the 

Virtual Expo held in China. MARA has successfully organized almost 10 side events of this 

Expo and he finds the activities very successful as over 6 million Chinese people came to know 

the agricultural products and cultural development of the CEEC, concluding such kind of 

innovative cooperation is very important to all. 

 

Point 7: Proposal and discussion of sending samples of agricultural and other products 

from the CEE countries to China. 

Mr. Vasil Gelev, Chairman, Executive Director of APACCCEEC. 

In his opening, Mr Vasil Gelev has expressed the readiness of the Association to fully 

support Yantian Port by providing all the necessary documents, software, database with all the 

producers, and through the established in 2017, 17+1 Logistic Hub and Pavilion for Agricultural 

and Other Products in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 

To fulfill such project, APAC will need the help and support not only from MARA and 

China but from the CEEC as well, because if CEEC don’t have the ability to import the samples 

into China, then all efforts will be in vain. 

APACCCEEC has formed a Plan for organizing and conducting events related to the 

promotion of goods from Bulgaria and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe in the PRC 

in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In connection with the recovery from the economic downturn following the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Association has prepared a plan to support farmers and businesses from the food 

industry of the countries, part of the 17+1 Initiative. The Plan has been approved by the Minister of 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry of the Republic of Bulgaria, Mrs. Desislava Taneva. 

Due to the complicated epidemiological situation and the inability of companies from Bulgaria 

and CEE to participate in events in the People's Republic of China, APACCCEEC hopes that 
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together with the Chinese Consultative Board Members and the support of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs of PRC, will undertake organization of work in a number of 

promotions as of a representative of the companies that have expressed a desire to perform their 

produce in China. Thus, through the accumulated knowledge, experience and good practices over 

the years, the Association would support the recovery of agricultural and food sector in Central and 

Eastern Europe. 

One of the ways in which such promotion could take place is through a Samples Campaign. It 

is important to note that the Association received official invitations to participate in the exhibitions 

in Shanghai and Nanchang at the last possible for registration moment. The time to import samples 

into China was too short and therefore impossible. The adequate reaction of APACCCEEC and the 

presentation of products from CEE became possible thanks to the already imported samples, located 

in the 17+1 Pavilion at the Liaison office of the Association in Ningbo. APACCCEEC organized 

the transportation of the samples first to the exhibition in Shanghai, and later in November, the 

samples were presented at the exhibition in Nanchang. That is why the role of samples in the 

exhibition 17+1 Pavilion is so important, especially now, in the complicated epidemic situation. 

That is why the Association is planning a 2020/2021 Samples Campaign. You’ll get acquainted with 

it later on during the Consultative Board discussions.   

The Association is planning the organization of a Campaign for collecting samples of 

agricultural and other products from CEE companies for the purpose of: 

1. Sending samples of agricultural and other products to 17+1 E-Commerce Logistics Hub and 

Pavilion for Agricultural and other products – Yantian Port, Shenzhen, PRC; 

2. Sending samples of agricultural and other products to different exhibitions in China; 

3. Sending samples of agricultural and other products to be displayed in the Liaison office and 17+1 

Pavilion, located in the China (Ningbo) – Central and Eastern European Countries Youth 

Innovation Center. 

APAC has the aim to promote more CEE companies in the Chinese market and vice versa. 

Bearing in mind that the situation is very complicated and the companies are not able to participate 

in the upcoming Expos, kindly asking for advices and recommendations how this can be done.  

 

 Support and detailed guidelines from our Chinese Consultative Board Members are 

needed and will be highly appreciated.  
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 Firstly, APAC would like to ask for suitable and appropriate agricultural Expos on the territory of 

PRC in 2020/2021 – Expo that has an international experience in importing samples of agricultural 

and other products/samples into China. (CEE companies do not need to send representatives to 

China for the events in which the APACCCEEC will participate with a booth. It is enough to send 

your samples, promotional information about your products and your company, as well as 

recommended wholesale and retail price lists.) After the Expos, there’s an option for the samples 

to be transported to the 17+1 Pavilion, located at the Liaison office of APACCCEEC in Ningbo 

and continue their promotion; 

 The consignee is the most important issue, speaking of samples import – the type of products and 

SKU are many, under different requirements and the company importer must be proficient; 

 APAC had a great cooperation with Yantian Port in 2018, when the 17+1 E-Commerce Logistics 

Hub and Pavilion for Agricultural and other products – Yantian Port, Shenzhen, PRC was 

established. Back then many CEE samples were imported for the purposes of the permanent 

exhibition at the Port. 2020 is an excellent opportunity for those 2018 samples to be replaced with 

new and fresh ones, some of the previous samples are most probably expired; 

 Either Yantian Port or any prestigious Chinese Agricultural Expo is willing to help and promote 

CEEC agricultural and other products, we are here to assist with the best we have; 

 Last but not least – another opportunity for displaying CEE samples is the exhibition area, called 

17+1 Pavilion, located at the Liaison office of APACCCEEC in Ningbo, Zhejiang province, PRC. 

During the previous meetings, the Consultative Board Members get acquainted with the 

possibilities and the opportunities the built infrastructure has. Once the samples are already in the 

Pavilion, all year round the visitors are able to see, touch, smell and why not taste the CEE 

products. Last November 2019, the in-house samples were presented at the 2nd CIIE – Shanghai 

Expo and the 17th CATF Expo – Nanchang by the APAC team. In other words, once the samples 

are already in China, they can travel to different expos and be exposed to many distributors and 

potential buyers. And again – the consignee is from a great importanceto firstly import those 

samples into PRC.  

 

 Support, cooperation and collaboration from our CEE Consultative Board Members 

is indispensable 

 For the full and massive CEE presentation at the above mentioned events, APACCCEEC will 

need the full support and collaboration of its members. Each country member of the Consultative 
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Board of APAC may spread the information of the possibilities among the interested companies 

in their countries. The companies willing to present their produce in PRC will be able to send 

samples, only when the event and the consignee are confirmed. Each company will discuss all 

necessary export documents with the appointed consignee from China. The companies must 

patiently and carefully prepare all the necessary documents – certificates, laboratory analysis, 

travel documents etc. (for more detailed information what and how to prepare, please refer to the 

published by APACCCEEC Handbook for Import of Agricultural and Other Products (Samples) 

into China, Young Entrepreneurs, №2; 

 All travel expenses, related to the air/sea cargo from each CEE country to PRC (up to 50 kg per 

company) will be covered by the APACCCEEC with the support of the Bulgarian Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry. 

 It is advisable to provide the products, detailed information about the products, contact details of 

the company, promotional materials of the company, recommended wholesale and retail price 

lists for the Chinese market. In this way, the Chinese counterparts will have information from 

CEE companies and will be able to contact them directly if interested. 

 

APACCCEEC hopes and believes the companies understand that, as a governmental structure 

the Association supports them overwhelm the COVID-19 challenges.   

Mr. Gelev asked the CB members for further in-depth suggestions related to this initiative, to 

undertake actions so by the end of the year, the CEEC goods will be already in China for the 

upcoming Chinese New Year and the Spring Festival in 2021. 

*Remarks on Mr. Gelev’s presentation are following. 

 

Zhao Lijun, PRC: 

Mr. Zhao Lijun expressed that China is in favor to APAC’s proposal and he continue that it’s 

quite important the Chinese consumers and market to know more the CEEC products, strongly 

encouraging all countries to send their samples and introduction materials to China and to Yantian 

Port, to Ningbo and to exhibitions. This kind of work is necessary to make Chinese people 

understand the agricultural products from your countries, Mr. Zhao continued. The full potential of 

the new business platforms and models should be used –the virtual pavilion in Pinuoduo app, the 

virtual pavilion in Kuaishou app. All the Chinese top business platforms already have set specific 

pavilions or sections for the CEEC.  
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Regarding the logistics, Mr. Zhao Lijun reminded about the China-Europe freight train, 

frequently on its way from Europe to China by which the transportation costs can be cut and it’ll be 

beneficial to the competitiveness of European agri-products. 

 

Mr. Vasil Gelev: 

Mr. Gelev thanked for the practical ideas and advises, adding that the CEEC have to use all 

offered chances and opportunities, like some of the Board members said – we have time right now 

to make a reorganization not only in the communication but in operational work as well. This 

initiative can be a great start of such new cooperation frame of the 17+1, Vasil Gelev concluded. 

 

Mr. Perica Ivanoski, North Macedonia: 

Mr. Ivanoski congratulated the initiative, defining it as a very good initiative, an excellent one, a 

possibility of having more trade and economic relations.  

Mr. Ivanoski pointed three aspects: first one – transportation costs of the samples and greeted 

Vasi Gelev on the achievements in this aspect.  

The second one is time – the time of the whole process of sending samples, because in general 

the import of samples into China is a complicated and time-consuming process. He appealed for 

probably changing and shortening of the procedure from Chinese side. 

The third very important issue according to Mr. Ivanoski, is the trust – trust of the companies 

who’ll present their samples that their products will reach potential buyers in China. The North 

Macedonian experience shows that not every Chine Free Trade Zone is efficient. In the past their 

side has sent many samples to some of them. There was not even a feedback at all – 300 different 

kinds of products sent and not even one feedback on the cooperation, means that Zone is not working 

properly, Mr. Ivanoski pointed out. 

He appealed for more detailed information about the records of the companies at the Free Trade 

Zone in relation with their work with CEEC for the purpose of being confident when asking North 

Macedonian companies and to assure them it’s worthy to send samples. 

 

Mr. Vasil Gelev: 

In the recent years APAC noticed similarities and dispatching samples, followed by lack 

of any feedback from the importer. That’s why in 2019 APAC opened its own 17+1 Pavilion 

within the Association’s Liaison office in Ningbo – doing the presentations and managing it by 
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itself, APAC is able to at least provide a feedback to the companies. Each time APAC is 

participating at fairs, is giving a complete report to the companies, who trusted the Association 

and provided samples, as well as explaining what are their products strengths and weaknesses, 

according to the observations and conversations with potential Chinese buyers during the 

events. After APAC report, the companies are willing to improve the positive impact of their 

products and they indeed work hard to achieve it, and after changing their approach, some of 

them get real transactions in the Chinese market. 

Mr. Gelev expressed his hope that MARA will point out the guidelines on how to further 

proceed with the Samples Campaign for the sake of efficiency. 

APACCCEEC will support not only financially, but coordinate the whole process too. 

 

Zhao Lijun, PRC: 

MARA will agree to APAC’s proposal and will develop guidelines for the import of the samples 

into PRC, Mr. Zhao said and suggested to meet everyone next month’s again on this matter. 

 

Mr. Vasil Gelev: 

Mr. Gelev expressed his gratitude to MARA and defined today’s meeting as huge success if 

competing and succeeding with this task, no matter the difficulties faced due to COVID-19. 

Mr. Gelev continued with presentation from the saffron fields, located 500 meters away from the 

airport in Sliven – a town in southeastern Bulgaria. The investor and APACCCEEC as a coordinator 

of the Project, have been searching for suitable land for a long time. Not only from a logistics point 

of view but also from a soil point of view.  

The soils in Sliven are the most suitable in the area. Speaking of growing saffron it is important 

to say that the saffron plant requires less water than the rest of the agricultural crops; the soil should 

be sandy and well drained, if wet it’ll be damaging for the saffron corms. The field is 50 acres and 

on its territory already 10 000 kg of saffron corms have planted. Once planted, the corms multiply, 

the multiplication ratio is so high, that the 10 000 kg will multiply from 4 to 6 times in one year 

(from 10 tons in the beginning you can collect from 40 to 60 tons next year). Traditionally, Bulgaria 

is not very famous saffron producer but in the last 10 years, Bulgarian farmers brought saffron corms 

to these lands from different parts of the world – some from Iran, Turkey, France and Netherlands. 

It turns that the Bulgarian soil is very suitable for the crops and the multiplication ratio is twice 

higher comparing to other countries.  
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The researchers and professors APAC has been communicating with, think that the CEEC could 

be the next biggest producers of saffron corms and saffron products worldwide. 

Based on a discussion APAC had with Chinese partners, in the next 3-5 years the Chinese market 

will demand about 1 000 tons of saffron corms yearly – a huge market potential and great 

opportunity which CEEC have as 17 countries. None of the CEEC counties will be able to produce 

such quantities separately and it’s difficult too, as there’s no machinery of this kind.  

Mr. Vasil Gelev introduced the operator of the tractor passing by as a student from the Bulgarian 

Agricultural University, also working actively on the project. All the devices on the tractor, needed 

for the specifications of the saffron sowing, has been done manually by APAC and the students, as 

there are no technologies and machinery of this kind in Bulgaria yet.  

After the sowing is over, APAC team will start preparing guidelines about the process and during 

the forum in October (China. Lichuan - Central and Eastern Europe International Academic Online 

Forum for Saffron Industry Cooperation), the Association will have the opportunity to share with 

the Consultative Board members its knowledge – basic and useful information.  

 Mr. Gelev expressed his hope that the CEEC will find the potential and will develop the saffron 

industry by sharing the information with agricultural producers and Ministries of Agriculture within 

their countries, and furtherly boost the agricultural cooperation with some of the biggest Chinese 

counterparts and businesses in the industry.  

 

Point 8: Proposals of date and venue of an intermediate meeting with a specific topic of 

the Consultative Board of APACCCEEC in 2020/2021. 

 In regard to this, please provide your written suggestions till October 30, 2020 on how, 

what topics to be discussed and when to be held the intermediate meeting of the Consultative 

Board of APACCCEEC. 

 The 10th Consultative Board Meeting of the Association will be a different separate event 

in 2021. 

 

Point 9: Closing remarks 

 Mr. Vasil Gelev gave the floor to the hosts for closing remarks before adjourning the 

meeting. 
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 Zhao Lijun, PRC: (“2:41:52”)    

 Mr. Zhao Lijun thanked all participants in the virtual meeting, especially in the Corona 

virus situation. He welcomed all members of the Consultative Board of the Association to visit 

China after the end of the pandemic.  

 He expressed MARA support towards the proposals and its readiness to further promote 

the agri-products of CEE countries in China, including to transport of samples to China to 

important events, including CIIE and other exhibitions. He promised to provide adequate 

information on the transportation and import procedures and other guidelines after this meeting, 

to provide a concept note of their proposals in regard to people exchange programs, research 

networks and many others.  

 He wished everyone good health, happy and safe family living. 

 Mr. Vasil Gelev: 

 Mr. Vasi Gelev expressed his gratitude to the hosts, participants and guests, wishing for a 

meeting face to face soon, wishing safety, positive thoughts, thoughts about the Association, 

the companies and the cooperation – matters holding us together. 

 Mr. Gelev appreciated the honor and the opportunity to conduct the meeting given by the 

Consultative Board Members, thanked to the organizers and for everyone’s participation 

mostly.  

 

Adjournment: 

There being no further business, Chairman Vasil Gelev declared the meeting adjourned. 

Meeting adjourned at 19:00 PM Beijing Time. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:          

 

 

                                                                     ______________________________ 

              /Vasil Gelev, Chairman / 

 

Adopted by the Consultative Board Members 

on the 9th Consultative Board Meeting 

on September 18, 2020 
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